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comfortable Letter 


fo; afflicted conſciences: wzit⸗ 
ten and ſent to a godly man, 
greatly touched that es 
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GOD ISM 


AT LONDON; 
Pꝛinted by Robert W Ade: graue 
for Thomas Man, dwelling in Pater- 


noſter Row, at the ſigne of + 
Ie en _———) 
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1 
IMMANVEL, * 


7F5FJ Cinot-but iuJge 
by ſome: ſpeeches 
N which ] hauchard 
om you, to my 
N W comfort, that the 
ee Lord hath greatly 
| exerciſed youre 
Werfer & af haue thought 
o0d according to the experience 
tha God hath Lug 11 1085 craue 
your mind in certain queſlions, ten 
ding not only to kno v ledge, but to 
the comfort oſ the afflicted ſoule. 
The queſtions are theſe. 


| Firſt,vvhether the ſpitite of 50d, 1 


once giuen ynto the Children o 
God; bee aftervyardes taken from 
themzor do goe and come zas ſome 
haut imagined? Ne 16; 

' Secondlz; vvhether the children 4 
of God;Jo ſundry times,orzvviſe at 
che leaſte z all into one; and the ſelſe 
ſame tranſgrefſian? 

' | Thirdlyc,vyhether euery actual. 3 


Gnnie;comitted of knowledecgmaye 


inſtly be oounted a finof preſumpri 


7 


2 1 
on;% whither Gods ſeruaunt com- 
mit preſumptuous ſinnes 

Foutthly, whether the child of G | 
< may ſay, that he is ſute, that hee hath 
th: ſpirite of God? and by vvhat 
means he may be aſſured thereof 
5 And laſtlye, becauſe you youre 
ſelfe ſaide, that a godly min mighte 
receiue greate comforte by his affli- 
Rions, either ouc wy) or inwarde, 
ſpecially th: invyard,I would gladly 
knoyv,vynat thoſe conſolatioas ot 
comforts are? | 
 Oftheſe que ſtions ifit vroulde 
pleaſe you to vvrite me your mind, 
(for I haue hend tome ſay, that wii- 
ting rem uneth) & that largely, yea, | 
and vyith ſome ſpeede allo, if con. 
uenientl/ you could, l ſhould thiakg 
my ſelfe ſo much beholding to you 
26 to no man more. Bur becauſe [ | 
reſt perſy yaded of youre, vnfeigned 
. ala to ſuch good vvorks, I vvill 
not preſſe you mach. Pray for me, | 
prayefor youthat God may graci- | 
, ouſly ſtcengthea me in this battell. 
 Haftily thexxviii.of April. 1582. 
Taur louing friende, 
and brot ber in Chritt, 
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An anſwere to the ſor ; 
mer Letter. 


Grace and peace 
ao God our fa⸗ 


ther, and from pic deare — 


leſus Chtiſt ont Lord, be multiplied 


vppon you (good brother ) and all choſe 
whereſceuer, that in a ſync ere fee · 
ling doe f gh and gronevnder 
che bur dien of their tram 
greſſions. 


it bank pleas 
* (ed the Loꝛd in 
great mercpe, 


mouth, and to inable me, to 
ſpeake anxe thing, 


might tend to e 


* _—_ to open mm 


4 
tion and comfozt, Ido moft 
humblpe and reuerentlye 
thanke his maieſtie, fozthe 
"ſame, pꝛaping the intrraſe 
and continnannce of that, 
and all other god graces, 
both in me and pou, andall 
the reſt of his ſeruanntes 
wherlocuer, that in dur hea⸗ 
ring and ſpeaking he may 
bee continuallpe gloꝛpfied, 
and we our ſelucs ſtill con⸗ 
firmed in iudgement, and 
comfoꝛted in feeling, that ſo 
we map be made able, to 
rengthen and comfozt o⸗ 
thers, which are in any af- 
fliction, euen by the comfozt 
whereloith wee our ſelues 
are comfozted n Ci a", 
1.4. A 
What my exerciſe hath 
vin, in in ward arflictions, ic 

us 


: 
* 
24 


| 


5 
is ſufficient fo2 me, that the 
Loꝛd who hath iuſtip here⸗ 
toloꝛe lapd the ſame vppon 
me, fo: my greæuous tranſ⸗ 
greſſions, and hath now of 
late in ſome meaſure, mer- 


cifully mitigated the great 
burthen e weight of them) 
doth knew them. And yet 
this J mayeſpeake, in all 
modeſtpe of mynde befoꝛe 
men, that J am not vtterly 
ignoꝛant of ſatans ſleights, 
but as I haue ſome ſight in- 
to them, ſo J doc withall, 
ſomewhat ſce mine owne 
greeuous cozruption:Andif 
eyther by the ſight of the 
one, oꝛ knowledge of the o⸗ 
ther, I haue heretofo2e ſpo⸗ 
Ren anptping, oz ſhall now 
| = \waite any thing, that may 
tend ta your god, J am wall 


thal be very glad.Bowbelt, 
this J muſte ſape, that J 
would and do gladip wiſhe; 
that you had made chopſe, ol 
ſome man better qualified, 
both in knowledge and ſee⸗ 
ling, whole iudgement von 
might haue defirev, in theſe 
high and excellent matters. 
Fo2 (to ſpeake the trueth, 
and that from the botteme 
of my heart) this is the opi⸗ 
nid that I haue ot m ſelfe, 
that my græauous ſinnes on 
the one five , and my great 
inſufficiencie on the other 
ide, haue ſo ſtrengthned my 
vnderſtanding, and ſtopped 
vp my mouth, that I am 
farre vnſitte to meddle in 
theſe matters: to which al⸗ 
ſo pot map ad the difficulty 
and Fl of the thinges 
them 


7 N 
themſelues, inough fo dif- 
courage me, from dealing 
therein. 11 260; 
And pet notwithſtan- 
ding, ſith it hath pleaſed 
Odd to moye pou, to deſire 
the ſame at my handes:and 
ſith that that which F cans 
not now doe, maye (if the 
Loꝛd will) be hereafter ſup⸗ 


: plyed, by men of greater 


giſtes, both in iuogement F 
felinx, oꝛ bymp ſelfe , ik 
God in time to come, in⸗ 
treaſe his mercpes in me, 
and vppon me, J haue, ſet⸗ 
ting aids all difficulties 
and daubtes, hoping alfo 
bppon the L:92des god al- 
filkaunce,by his hol pe Spi⸗ 
rite, attem ted to deale in 
youre qu:ſtions pꝛopoun⸗ 
ded, acco: ding to that mea⸗ 
5 (ure 


ſure of lighte, and vnder⸗ 
tanvinge that the KLo2ne 
 hathginen me: though not 
ſo quickly, largely, and fu!- 
lp, J muſt confefſe, as bot; 
the woꝛthineſſe of the mat- 
ters themſelues requireth, 
and pou perhaps gladly de⸗ 
fire, pet with that mzaſure 
of indgement and ſpeed al⸗ 
fo, that poſſibly J coulde, 
and God hath gynen mee 
grace fo periqurme, hoping 
that you will taks it, in fuch 
god parte, as Imz2ane it, 
(ſpeciallpe ſeeinge pou res 
queſted the ſame) and refer 
it to ſuch endes, as it onght 
to be, that is to ſap, to Bods 
glozp, the god of his chil 
D2en, and pour owne com- 
fot in Chꝛiſt. 

Now fo pour queſtions. 
Con- 


9 


Concerning the firlke , fo: 
myne owne part I reſt per- 
ſwaded, e that by the truth 
of Gods woꝛde, that the loꝛd 
neuer taketh his ſpirite, frd 
thoſe his Seruauntes, ts 
whome he hath once giuen 
the ſame. The reaſons ot 
this vou ſh all heare hereaf- 
ter. Bat beſoꝛs J come fo 
put them down, I wil thew 
von in a fewe woꝛdes, how 
diuerlly the 100 0 Spirite) 
is taken in holy ſcripture, 

by whiche J doubt not, 
but you Hall alſo ſee many 
god thinges , tending to 
the clearing of this queſti⸗ 
on, both as concerning the 
maintenaunce of the truth 
it ſelfe, and alſo touching 
the remoning of ſuch obiec⸗ 
tions, us are, oi may bes 
made 


SY Il BY 
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made againſt if, that ſo pou 
map be better able to di 
terne of my meaning, and 
know the ſtate of your own: 
demaund. 
Sometimes it is vſed 107 
I the holy ghoſt, the third pery 
fon in the Godhead, woa is 
of the ſelfe ſame maiefie, 
eternity, ſubſtance. xc, with 
the Father and the ſon, but 
yet p2oceeding from them 
both:and ſo is if taken. Gen. 
I. 2. where it is ſaid:the ſpi⸗ 
rite of Sod moned vpon the 
waters: and Rom, 8. 26: the 
 Hyirithelpeth our infirmi/ 
2 ties Sometimes it is put, 
"fo; ſome out ward gifts and 
grates, that are giuen and 
wꝛought, by the ſame ſpi⸗ 
rite, in ſundꝛy mens harts: 
as the gift of woꝛking my- 
racles, 


4x ha 
. 


II 


racles,the giffe of ſpeaking 
fenerall fongues, the gifte 
of iudgement, & vnderffan- 
ding. rc And in this ſenſe, it 
is ſapde. Num II. 17 that 
God toke of p ſpirit, which 
was vpon Me, and gaue 
vnto the ſeuentp Elders.to 
whom he deuided, and gaue 
in charge. part ofp gouern⸗ 
ment o: the people of Iſra⸗ 
el:and ſo I take it to bee v- 


. 


ſed, in theſe woꝛdes, Luke. 


1. 17. ſpeaking of lohn 8 


tiſt ſaping. that hee ſhoulde 
goe befoze Chꝛiſte, in the 
ſpirite and pow2r of Fli- 
4s, that is, in ſache ercel- 
lente giftes, as Elias had, 
SaImetimes it is vſed fo2 
ſuch? fruites and effectes 
of obedience and mortifi⸗ 

c ition as wee are gig 


_-— x7 at 


by the Spirite to peeld and 
ſhew fwꝛth, alarge Catas | 
logue and recitall whereof 
the Apo le putteth downe,' 
6414.5. 22.23. and ſo it ſee⸗ 
meth in my iudgement to 
be taken. t. Tbeſ. 5. I. woher 
we are commaunded not to 
quench the ſpirite, that is to 
fave, ſuch god motions to 
goanefe, and execution of 
god thinges, as the ſpirife 
4E vs to, and wo2- 
Iketh in vs. Sometimes it is 
put, fo2 the teſtimonie and 
pledge ofthe ſpirit, bearing 
recoꝛd to our ſpirites, that 
we are the ſonnes of God: 
In which ſenſe Paule (apth 
Nm. 8. 16. that the Spirito 
beareth witneſſe with our 
ſpirite, that we are the chil ⸗ 


dzen of God: And therefoꝛe 
_ pe 


$ | 
: 


I ; 
bebe t. 14. he is called, the 
earneſt pennp ot our inhe⸗ 
ritaunce: which ſpeech alſo 
you haue. 2. Cor. 1. 22. 
And though, J doe here in 
ſpeech, (under the pledge of 
the ſpirite, from the effectes 
of the lame: pet mp mea⸗ 
ning is, that the berg pledge 
it ſelfe is an effect ol the ſpi⸗ 
rite alſo. But I do it, fo: the 
tomfoꝛt of Gods childꝛen, 
wyo, the moꝛe that matters 
are particulariſed, Mall not 
onely the better conceine of 
the ſame, but in deed reape 
greater comt2t, and conſo- 
Nw the gyftes and gra⸗ 
ces of the ſpirite, are called 
by the name of the Spirite: 
as alſo, the fruites, effeges, 
and A of the ſpir ite, are 
tecmed 


14 
kermed by the ſame name, 
becauſe lote who ſo euer 
hath them in any meaſure, 
moꝛe 02 leſſe, he hath them 
by the gracious wozking,of 
the ſame Spirtte, as the As 
poſtle plainely pꝛoueth, in 
the firſt part of the rii.chap⸗ 
ter, ot his ſieſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, 
True it is, that all theſe, 
are ſeueral and diſkint gras 
tes, pet ſo, that as the fruits 
elfedes, and pledge of the 
Spirite „ appertapne pꝛo⸗ 
perly and onely, to the ſons 
i  andſeruzuates of Gad, fo 
16 the out ird graces of waz? 
derſtanding, tc. are many 
times beſt9w3zd,and that in 
very great meaſure,as well 
vppon the wicked, as bpon 


the 


* 6 
| un 


" 1. 
© 


the godlie: Mhich thinge 
to be true, our ſauicur him⸗ 
felfe plapnelpe affirmecth, 
when M atb,7,22.he ſapth: 
Manp will faxe to mee in 
that dap, Loꝛde, Loꝛde, haue 
not wee in thy name Pꝛo⸗ 
phecied 2 ind by thy name 


— out Diuilles: And by 


thy name done manp great 
woꝛkes: Wherin no doubt, 


Ip manifef, as his mercpe, 
on the one ſide towardes 
his childꝛen: he manye 
tymcs, will not hane them 
in out warde gyites, inferts 
our to any amongſt d Wics 
ked,lcalt in the ſight ol the 
wickeds flouriſhing , they 
might be diſcouraged, e by 
that meanes ſal awap from 
-gadnes, making alſd their 


the Loꝛde doth wonderful⸗ 


h_ 


giffes receined, ſure tokens 
vnto them of better nz 
while they referre them, to 


the aduauncement of hys 


glozy, the god of his Ser⸗ 
uaunts. and the gayning of 
many vnto him, a god ſcale 
cerfainely vnto the, of their 


eternall ſaluation: So on 
the other ſide, his great iu⸗ 
. Nice towardes the wicked, 


whileſt hee beſkoweth theſe 
putward mercics vpõ them. 
not cnelye to make them 
withont excuſe (foꝛ haning 


recepued thoſe Graces of 
light and knowledge, they 


cannot pꝛetend ignozance) 
but alſo to heape vp their 
obne tondemnation, and fo 
make it moze heauie bnto 
them ſelues, enen foz the as 
bygngel thoſe meanes and 

mercies, 


— IT I nut oe ont 


8 
merties, whilſt they reſerue 


| the gloꝛ re thereof to them- 


ſelues, and ſoꝛ going on in a 
continual courſe; directly as 
gan their conſcience. Foz 
it is a iuſt thing with God, 
chat (as our Saviour ſayth, 
Lkr. 12.47 ) be thatknows 
eth the will of his Loꝛd and 
maiſler, and doth, it not, 
ſhonlde be beaten with mas 
ny ſtrypes. 

But to let theſe paſſe, and 
to come, fo the other two, to 
wit, the fruites and cffectes 
of the ſpirite firſt, and after» 
wardes to the pledge of the 
ſame, and to ſpcake of them 
ſeuerallp, that ſo you maye 


the better bnderſtand me: 


day; that howſocuer they be 
Pzoper and peculier to Gods 


chüldzen, as by Which the 


Lozd 
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Lo2dhath diſtintted them⸗ 
from the reſt of þ pꝛophane 


people of the wozld:yet ttey 
N. are not in all of them, noꝛ 
1 in any ol them in like mea- 

ſure at all times: but ſome⸗ 


times they themſelnes feele 
them, in greater foꝛte and 
power, & ſomtimes in leſſe; 
pea: ſometimes little oꝛ no 
whit at all, and ſo likewiſe 
they ſeeme vnto other, that 
ir are acquainted with them, 
A moꝛe playne. pꝛofe here⸗ 
of, we can hardly haue, then 
the experience that God gt» 
ueth vs, in ſund2p particu⸗ 
1 lars within our ſelues, ep⸗ 
15 ther of pꝛaper, hearing his 
* woꝛde 02 ſuch like, wee fin» - 
ding our ſelues ſomefunes 
fo wel affeced thereto, as in 


thinking bpon it. we reioite 


\ , 
| ' i 
| 


| end "it 4. A. A ä 
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in Gad, that hath ginen vs 


ſuch graces: And ſomtimes 
againe we feeling dare ſel⸗ 


nes ſo heaup, dulf, and vn⸗ 


apt, to thoſe holy exerciſes, 
that we are diſpleaſed with 
dure ſelues, fo2 the want of 
moꝛe ſpiritual feeling. 


And that which J ſpeake 
oktheſe ſpirituall ererciſes, 
we muſt vnderſtand alſo of 
| our wreſtling es and figh⸗ 
tings againſte ſinne, Nur e⸗ 


ucn they are effects 1 fruits 
of the ſpirite likewiſe) ſome 
times wee p2cnailing, tho- 
row the ſtrẽgth of our God, 
t by the power of his woꝛde 
& ſpirite:ſometimes in oure 
owne weakneſſe, we being 


ſoꝛe woũded w the aſſaults 


of ſatan, t the blowes of our 
e cozruption;the Lo2de 
no 


x 


„ „„ „ 


5 


what in vs lpeth, the ſup⸗ 
pꝛelling thereof. Fo2 if we 


ſhoulde ware p2oud aboue 


5 

— 1 
9 
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no donbt bling, and making 
vs to feele, this entercourſe 
of a ſpirituall linelines, and 
dur natural dulnes, as like⸗ 
wiſe of fading and falling, 
as a nofable inſtrument x 
meane, not onely fo cauſe vs 
to ſee his mercy, that ſo we 
maye embꝛace and make 
much of the ſame, but alſo 
our own miſerp and weak⸗ 
neſle, that ſo we may labour 


were altogether ffrong, we | 


mealure, and thinke ge dlp⸗ 

neſſe to be a naturall gyft, 
oꝛels grow at the length, to 
great ſecuritie and careleſ⸗ 
nes, and therefoꝛe foꝛ the 
pꝛeuenting of pꝛide, and a- 
uopding of ſecuritie, it mo 


21 


ſeth God ſometymes fo hũ⸗ 
ble vs And if we werealto- 
\ gether weake , and did fall 
continuallp vnder our a(l- 
ſaultes x femptations, we 
thoulde be onerwhelmed, in 
the fight of our infimities, 
with diſtruſt and deſperati⸗ 
on: and therefoꝛe foꝛ the a⸗ 
uopding of that great ſinne, 
the Loꝛd many times graũ⸗ 
teth his childꝛen, wonderful 


of his mercyes tolnardes 
them. andthe great ſtrength 
that he giueth them. 
Nowa woꝛde oz two, fo: 
the teſtimony and pledge of 
the ſpirite. I (ay,that euen 
this alſo, doth ſometpmes 
moꝛe liuelie and effeduallie 
appeare in Gods childzen, 
and Annan they pony 

nto 


JC TTT 


comfo2t in the couſideration 


0 
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vnto them ſelues 1 others, 
bfferly to w the ſame. 
When they feele it not, the 
they haue fo2 the moſt part, 
their myndes occupyed, bp- 

pon the blindncs and hard- 
69h of their owne hearts, 
and the greatneſſe and grer⸗ 
uouſnes of their own tranl⸗ 
greſſions: As on the other⸗ 
nde, when they feele it;they 
bave thea the eye ef their 
fapth, faſt fed vppon the a- 
boundaunt riches of Gods 


keternall mercyes, exhibited 


in his ſonne Chꝛiſt, and ol⸗ 
fered alſs vnto vs, as by the 
pꝛeaching of the woꝛd gene⸗ 
rallie, ſo ſpectally by publi⸗ 
ſhing, the comfo2table pꝛo⸗ 
miles of the Goſpel: which |, 
are excellent meanes , to 
make a man to \ wallowe 


vp, 


74 


. 4 "| * 
* + -* 


AP” +] 
vp, the ixhtokyis Sinnes, 
and Sods iudgementes a- 
gainſt him koꝛ the ſame, ſo 
long, as hee tontinueth in 
the tontem ation therof. 
Bat foz as muche as the 
Loꝛd ſeeth it not god, nep⸗ 
ther koꝛ his owne gloꝛy no 48 
our p2ofitte, that we r. 
be altozether occupped, in 
apꝛehenſion ok his mercies, 
| fo2 ſo by that meanes we, 
micht ealelp fall into pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption, ſecuritie and fo2s 
* | geffulnes: and on the other 
$ | ſyde, v it is not meete, to be 
d | wholly occupied, in p behol⸗ 
ding ok our olone wꝛetched⸗ 
nes,+ vnwoꝛthynelle, x his 
wꝛath againt vs foꝛß fame 
foꝛ ſo we might be ſwa dow. 
ed bp of deſpair, e vtterly a⸗ 
©3648 with? raging 
flouds 


- — 0 
—.45—ndxů i..od * 1 , 5 kw. 
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the ſight of our owne ſinne, 


24 | 
flouds,of continual diſtruſt. 
it pleaſeth him in mercie 
to gyue vs ſometimes the 
feeling of his mercie and 
godneſſe, and en iuſtice, 


and his Judgementes a⸗ 
gainlt vs fo2 the ſame, that 
ſo we being in{kcuced,that 
both theſe, to witte, mercie, 
and iuſtice are in God, we 
might in ſuch ſoꝛt vſe them, 
as all make maſte foꝛ his 
glozie and our god, refers 
ring his m?rcy, to this en), 
alwapes fo ble it, as a ſin⸗ 
gular meane, not onely tg 
co:nfo:t our conſcientes in 
ſmal grietes and ſoꝛrowes, 
but alſo to kepe vs from the 
extremitie of deſperation 
and his iuſtice to this ende, 
not onely to keepe v3 from 
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pꝛeſumpt᷑uous offences, but 
ts hold vs continually, in þ 
aw2 of a god Conſcience, 
whilſt we labour, accoꝛding 
to the meaſure of grace and 
fkreagth receiued, to walk? 
in the dwing of ſuche god 
wozkes, as he hath pꝛepa⸗ 
red fo2 vs to perfo2me, 

To conclude this popnct 
withall, this is it (805 bꝛo⸗ 
ther) p J would haue von to 
ouſerue, wiſely to diſcerne, 
betweene p wazke of Gods 
ſpirit in von, and pour olon 
co:ruption, that pon mais 
learne to make much of the 
one, foſtering # cheriſhing 
the ſame in pou, by all holp 
meanes poſſible, as earneſt 
pꝛaper, diligent hearinge, 
reading, and meditating of 
Oey mutual and 
2 coms 
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comfo2table cofcr ence with. 
the bꝛethꝛen. and ſuch lyke: 
f and to repꝛeſſe the other, ma 
1 king euen this p2ofite by it, 
* not onely to humble you be⸗ 
ſinꝛe God and men, but alſo 
1 to v22u0ke pou, with moze 
f ſpeed and eaͤrneſtnes to ſeke 
ö vn to the loꝛd (while he map 


g be found) foꝛ ſpirituall com- 
. foꝛt in him and his woꝛd. 
j Now to come moꝛe direc- 
1 1 and vlainely ta vour que⸗ 
ſcion, whether Gods ſpirite 


once giuen to Gods childꝛẽ, 
be euer taken krom them, 
pea oꝛ no 292 els go t come, 


1 as Ome haue imagined? { 
N aunſw2re no: and the rea- 
ſoug leading me ſo to tudge 


are ſundꝛy, ſpecially thefe 
following , beeing dzawne 
ö the nature of God him 

ſcife, 


variableneſſe, nepther ſha⸗ 


leaſt ſhewe of alteration oꝛ 
chaũge: which places could 


I GTG WET 
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ſelfe , and from thecerfain- 


tic and aſſuraunce of his 
graces to his Scruauntes: 


foꝛ there is greate reaſon, 


that ſuch as God is himſelf, 
ſuch ſhoulde the graces, that | 
God grueth his Childzen, {| 
concerninge the hope of a 
Firft, we know, that the 1 
Scripture ſayth, in ſundzy 
places, that God is not, as a 
man, that he ſhoulde repent 
him of the thinges he doth: 
I. Samue /. 1 5. 29: and again, 
that with him there is no 


— — ́ qù——E— —— —— — — 1 
. 


dowing by turning. Im. I. 
17. meaning that there is 
not to be found in him, the 


not be verified, if ſo be it, 
3 that 


— 1 
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that the ſpirite were taken 
"pL aware, after God had once 
gypuen it. Therefozetothe 
. end, that Eod in his woꝛde, 
may be founde true, and all 
men elſe lpers, let vs holde 
this faſt, as the Ancker of 
our ſoul, both ſure and ſted⸗ 
faſt, otherwiſe we ſhall ac⸗ 
cuſe God of merueilcus ins 
cenſlancye, t vnfaithfulnes 
(which is hoꝛrible blaſphe⸗ 
mie, to thinke, oꝛ to ſpeake) 
$ and beſides, ſhal cur ſelues, 
4 be toſſed with all manner of 
wauering and diſtruſte, a 
ftarful, but yet a iuſt iudge⸗ 
ment no doubt, to fall vpon 
ſuche, as wil not acknow⸗ 
# ledge e beleeue, this ſtaies -- 
nes and conftancie in God, | , 
2 @Sccondly me thincketh, 
we haue a moſte ſinguler e 
notable 


* 
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nokable plate, in the 11.cha, 
of the Epiſtle of S. Paule, to 
the Rom. verſe. 29. where he 
ſaith:that the gifts, and the 
talling of God, are without 
repentante: meaning there⸗ 
bp, that ſuch grates, as God 
beſtoweth vpon his childzt, 
are irreuocable and vnchan 
geable, the reſon is, becauſe 
hee that giueth them, will 
keuer alter his purpoſe and 
deed, Whereby we may lee, 
that the certaintye of Gods 
graces, is not in reſpecte 
of cure ſelues, no2 of anye 
thing that is eyther with⸗ 
in vs, oꝛ withont vs: Ney- 
ther pet in reſpecte of oure 
ſeelinges, betauſe our fapth 
is faint, and when we loke 
into dure ſinnes, wee ſhall 
ealelye finde in vs matter, 
4 why 


expꝛeſſe this matter by. Ro. 


which plate he vſetha woꝛd 
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why the loꝛd ſhould depꝛiue, | 
vs of his bencfites (thoug! 

in deed he doe not) by which | 
we may be d2awn to a mas 
mering of fapth oz doub- 
ting: But it ſtandeth and 
dependeth whollp vpon the 
immutabilitie and vncha- 
geableneſſe of Cod himſelf, 
andhis eternal counſel and 
love, and therefoze impolli⸗ 
ble that tuer it ſhculd be res 
moued. 


3 Merevnto we map adde a 


third reaſon, taken from the 
nature of ſuche ſpecches,as | 
God vſeth in his woꝛde to 


8.9. it is ſayde , that Gods 
ſpirite dwelleth in vs: In 


that ſigniſieth to dwell in 
vs, as a ma doth in a houſe: 
ö ä not 


4.1. 


not as a tenaunt at will ve» + 


rely, to depart away (as we 


at the Loꝛdes pleaſure, bes 
cauſe howſoeuer man is ins 
conſtant, louing to dap, and 
hating to moꝛrow, vet God 
remapneth alwapes lpke 
vnto him ſelfe, without any 
alteration oꝛ chaunge at al, 
but as it were in ſtate of fee 
ſimple, foꝛ terme of lyfe, oꝛ 
as the Apoſtle Peter meas 


ne ih, ſpeaking of the duety 
ok the hal band towards the 


woke, requiring of him, ta 
dwell with his wyfe accoz- 
ding to knowledge, that is 
to continue with hir, ſolong 
as thep two ſhall lyue toge⸗ 
ther: Foz he vſeth thelame *-. 
woꝛd in compoſition, that 


Faule oth to the Nyn. in the 
ümple. 
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; \ >" 

Yo. 

4 24 fl ' 
4 » 4 : 
* 


'{4y)af the quarters ende, oꝛ d 


"WF. 
——— 


8 * 
r rr 
ff 


. 
. 
a a» 
. N 
9 
+; 
* | 


2 »4 
: 
* 1 
4 


fimple, 

And herefo2 our comfo2t, | 
mee thinketh this mucye 1 
mape well adde, that fo2 ſo 
muthe, as the Loꝛde by his 
ſpirite, hath married vs vn⸗ 
to him ſelfe foꝛ euer, and 
that in righteouſnes, iudge⸗ 
ment, mercpe, compaſſion, 
fapthfulneſſe, as Ho. 2.19. 
20. We mape the moꝛe bold⸗ 
ly pꝛeſſe this, becauſe that 
though the band of nafurall. 
marriages, map by ſome oc⸗ 
taſion oꝛ other he deſolued: 
vet this ſpiritual marriage 
betweene the Loꝛde and vs, 
chal neuer be bꝛoken: which 
aſſurednes ſtaadeth not vpõ 
dur ſelues, ſoꝛ we doe enery 
dae, and euerpe hower of 
day,yea euerpe momente oi 
an hower, offer him iuſt oc 
caſton 
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diuo2ce,and to put vs away 
from himſelfe,but vpon the 
aſſured god will of God to⸗ 
wards vs, who loueth them 
that he doth loue, euen to the 
end. 
Al this nottwithſtanding, 
it tannot be denied, but that 
Sathan by himſelfe, and in 


bpall meanes poſſible, to 
pul from the childꝛen of god 


the continuaunce of Gods 
grace, and fauour towardes 
them amd in them. Which 
thing alſo, that he maye the 
5 mozeeffectually perfozme 
hee dothe not onely vſe hu⸗ 
maine reaſon, to perſwade 


5 
8 
: 
e 
ö 
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4 the ſame, but alfo alleageth 


«| though coxrnytly — 


caffon, to nine vs a byll of 


his inſkruments, laboureth 


this aCured certaintpe, k 
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to his cuſtome (as apeareth. 
Mat.. in the temptation of 
our ſauiour Chꝛiſt) ſundy 
places of ſcripture. Foꝛ hu⸗ 
maine reaſon, J will ſape 
nothing, but only becauſe it 
is enimitie (till it be rełoꝛ⸗ 
med) to the truth of the loꝛd, 
but alſo, becauſe what ſoe⸗ 
uer is alleadged by reaſon, 
map as eaſcly be aunſwe⸗ 
red by the ſame. The ſcrip⸗ 
tures , one oz two, J wyll 
touche , and lo ſhoztly after 
end this queſtion, 

Te firſt place alleadged, 
is taken out of the 1. Samuel 
16. 4. where it ts ſapd, that 
the ſpirit of the Loꝛd depar⸗ 


J aunſ were, that this mate 
not be vnderſfod of the holp 
Gholk, noz of the inwarde 

| 4 teſti⸗ 


en 
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teſtimony and pledge, that 
the lame ſpirite giueth vafo 
the heartes of Gods chil- 
d2en : neither pet of the ſin⸗ 
tere and (ound effets of the 
Aid ſpirite, but of ſome aut⸗ 
ward gifts and graces, as of 
touncel, wiſdome, vnderſtã⸗ 
ding, and ſuch like, which 
the wicked ſundꝛpe kpmes 
haue in great meaſure, but 
pet to their greater iudge⸗ 
ment, and which alſo 
doth even of iuſtice, ſundꝛpe 
times take from them, be- 
cauſe they haue pꝛophaned 
oz abuſed the ſame, ſtriking 
them in the ſteede thereof, 
with the ſpirite, of frenſie, 
rage, giddines, ꝛc. 
Yawbeit J deny not, but 
that mary pꝛophane men F 
hypocrites (which are in the 

Church 


Charche, gen not of the 
Churche) will, not onely in 


woꝛdes make greate boaſte 
of the aſſured ſeale pledge 
ofthe Dpirite, ſaying that 
they are perſwaded, that 
though fewe in the wo2lde 
ſalbeſaued, pet they are ok 
that mitber: but make great 
ſhew alſo, of ſome outward 
fruites of inward ſanctiffca- 
tion, as ot hearing 8 wo2d, 
pꝛaper, ſober behauiour. c. 


and pet fo2 all that apper- 
taine not to God. Foꝛ the 
foꝛmer boaſt of the ſpirite, 


withont the kruites thereof; 


, andthe latter fande vppon 


the fruits and effects there⸗ 
of, in outw ird ſhewe befoze 
men, and yet haue not the 
ſincere ſeale of the ſame: oꝛ 
if they would ſerme to 1 

t 


r 
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92 conceit: 02 els thep want 
that, which maketh vs ac⸗ 
ceptable to God, andcom- 
fo:table in onre ſelues, to 


wit. ſoundnes of con ſcience, 


in the things we kno w, be⸗ 
leeuc oꝛ pꝛaciſe. 

Wherefoze that euery mi 
map be the better able to di⸗ 
ſcerne ol him ſelle, and ſo to 
ſander him ſelfe, from the 
p2ophane and hipocriticall 
people of the woꝛld, I would 


one heart, and to fry,how 
the refoꝛmed affections ther 
of, and ctions pꝛocceding 
from the ſame, ſtande to⸗ 
wardes the Lo2d, that is fo 
ſay,to lee, w28ether notwith 
fanding his manpfolde im- 
perfections t delecte, (which 

mul 


it, it is but an imagination 


wiſhe him to enter into his 


| 
| 
| 
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mult of neceſſitye dwell in 


vs, ſo lõg, as we carryabont 
W vs, this bodo of fleſhe)hhe 


loafh + hate the things that 
are ell, and loue and like 
the things that are god. pet 
foꝛming them in ſuch meas 
ſure, as God hath inabled 
him, not with a mind to de⸗ 
ſerue anpe thing at Gays 
hand, as the papiſtes do, be⸗ 
cauſe he knoweth y the loz3 
may condemne him, not fo; 


his ſiane, but foꝛ his righte⸗ 


ouſneſſe, it he ſhoulde enter 
into a ſteaight examinatid, 


and account with him foz 


the ſame : no; to the endete 
getgloꝛie and commendati⸗ 
on amongſt men, as many 
vapne gloꝛious and hppo⸗ 
eifieatinedplods,butonels 


that he might | (ef 192th gods 
glozy 


N N 
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gloꝛp and pꝛaiſe in the mid- 
deft of a. froward Fcroked 
generation, : cheeretullp do 
that, which God hath ina⸗ 
bled him to perfoꝛme, to the 
gloꝛy of his own name, and 
the god of his ſeruaunts. 

He that can thus ſoundly 
and vpꝛightlp in deed exa⸗ 
mine him ſelfe e his owne 
heart, ſhall not onely find 
bim ſelfe thoꝛow gods god⸗ 
nes, ſeperated and ſundered 
from pꝛophane, and hypo⸗ 
crificail people, boaſting 
much of the thinges, which 
in truth and ſubſtante they 
haue not. but alſo ſhal fele, 
that how ſoeuer outwarde 
giftes, map and do, and that 
| 1 day decay thꝛew gods 


iuſt iudgement in the wic⸗ 
ed. vet the inwarde En- 


| 


neſſe of all perfection is laid 
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of Sods holpe ſpirite, ſhal 


daply moze & moze abcunde 
in him and ſuche as hee is, 
though not in perfection in 
this life, pet in ſuch plenti⸗ 
ful meaſure, as the Lo2de 
Chal ſee to bee gocd, fo2 the 
aduancemente of his ewne 
gloꝛpe, and the god of his 
ſeruauntes: The Loꝛde no 
doubte making vs, to feele 
ſome wants in this life, not 
only therebp to inſtruct vs, 
to hunger and thirſt aſter e⸗ 
ternall life, where the ful⸗ 


vp in ſtoꝛe fo2 vs, but even 
in this life to teach vs alto, 
as not to be puffed vp aboue 
meaſure, in the conſidera- 
ticn of Geds graces in vs, 
(a fault which wee mighte 
eaſilre all * if we were 

con- 


* 
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It 
confinagallye in cemfo2te of 
conſcience and wel doing) 
ſo not to bee diſcouraged, in 
the dapes of our afflictions 
aͤnd heauineſſe, becauſe that 

hauing once faſted, of thoſe 
eternal mercics, we canndt 
but feele them again, to our 
vnſpeakable toy, howſoeuer 
the ſight of our ſins, e Gods 
iudgemente againſte vs foʒ | 
the ſame, do fo2 a while tay | 
bctweene vs and them, to 
the ende that afterwardes 
they may be mo2e ſweete E 
comfo2table vnto vs. Foz 
we know by experience,. and 
that in earthly thinges, as 
meate, d2inke, apparcl, tc. 
that thoſe things which mẽ 
baue in al fulneſſe and con⸗ 
tinuaunte, doe nothing (@ 


much like o: delight them, 


nn „ 
- 
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as when there is ſome en⸗ 
tet courſe, 02 cha unge from 
the ſame. 

2 The ſecond plate is taken 
out of 7/41. 5 1. 11. Take not 
thine holy ſpirit frõ me. Out 

of which place they reaſon 

thus:that if god did not take 
his holy ſpirite frd his chil- 
dꝛen, in vaine did Dad tht 
make this peticid and pꝛap⸗ 

er. But J anſwere, that D. 

«id ſpeaketh this, rather in 

the conſideration of p, which 

by his fin he had deſerned, 
to wit: that he ſhould be de⸗ 
pꝛiued, of all the graces of 
god, and namely of his holy 
ſpirite, than to declare any 
ſnch matter to be in God, as 
when he haty ence giuen if, 

to with dꝛawe the ſame a- 

gaine, oꝛ to take it Poe 
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It is no god kind ot dea⸗ 
ling with Gad, no2 comfo2- 
table to his childꝛen, to ſup⸗ 
poſe God to be ſuch a one, as 
manye tymes in beholding 
of their owne vnwozthy- 
nelle, they doe, not onelp in 
thought conceiue him, but 
in woes affirme him, and 
ſpeake him to be. Foꝛ ſo we 
me ſone vniuſtly charge 
the Loꝛde, with manp mat⸗ 
ters, Wherof he is molt free, 
and iuſtlie condemne oure 
ſelues, foz oure wicked 


and our vngodly woꝛdes a- 
gainſt him. Mherefoꝛe you 
ſce, that not withſtanding 


theſe two, and ſuch line vla⸗ 
ces of ſtripture, which'Sa- 


than abnſeth to Hake dare 
00 ae into 
diſtruſt 


thoughtes ok his maieſtie, 


(a6 ? 
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deed, ſatan would perſwade 
vs, that the ſpirite ot God 


. rping'vs beadlong, inta the 


diſtruſt of God by, pet this 
remapneth lure, that the ſpt 


of the ſame, beeyng in deede 
once beſtowed vppon Gods 
childꝛen, do neuer departe 
from them, howloener they 


uercouered rather , fo2 a 
while with the aches of our 
-owne cozruption, and the 
reliques ot ſinne remaining 


in vs. By which meanes in 


is taken from vs , betauſe 


the fruites and effects ther⸗ 


ol appeare not :that ſo he ha⸗ 


uing onte ſetled, that ima⸗ 
gination in our heartes, her 
might raigne ouer bs, as a 


tpꝛant, at his owne wil tar⸗ 


whirle⸗ 


m1 


f 


T 
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rite,effecs,fruites,* pledge | 


Ac 

whirlepole of deſfructon. ... 
| . But if is a bad concluſion 

| of Sathan,and we mult be- 
ware, that we peld not vnf3 
him, when he ſapth: Yau 
haue now no kruits, no2 ef⸗ 
feces of the ſpirit, there oz: 
vou haue not the ſpirit, The 
a'32s raked oner the fire, 
take away fro bs; the heats 
and the lighte of the fire, 
may a man conclude that 
therefoze there is no fire: 
The extrieme colde of win⸗ 
ter, maketh the trees to ſeem 
dꝛad, becauſe they peelde no 
kruite, and their leaues are 
fallen awap: ſhall we thers 
foze conclude they are dead, 
p2 are not trees: the thicke 
clouds, in glomie and cloſe 
daies doe keepe fiom vs the 
pen of the ſunne, "np iu 
om; 


ſome meaſure cen þ light 
of it:lha ll we therefoze ſay, 
there is noſun? Dj letÞbe 
far fro vs, foꝛ 5̊ were to de⸗ 
troy þ woꝛkmanſhip t cre⸗ 
atid of God, Nay rather, we 
make an account, and hope 
alſo, Þ the fire will be moze 
cleare, when the aſhes are 
remoued: the trees will be 
moꝛe fruitfull, when the er⸗ 
tremitp of winter is paſt: 


and that the ſunne will be 


moꝛe warme and comfoꝛta⸗ 
ble, when the clouds are di⸗ 
ſpelled. And why ſhould we 
not in like ſozte perſwade 


our ſelnes , not onely that 


the ſpirite is in vs, though 
the fruits and effects therol 
appeare not: but alſo that 
we ſhall bꝛing foꝛth, moꝛe 


aboundanceof ga2 things 
alter 
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after that þLo2d, hath once 
remouedfarre from vs, the 


co2ruptions of oure curſed 
nature, which doe ſo darken 


and ouerſhadow, the grati⸗ 


ous effects of his holy ſpirit? 


Miſerable, yea moſt miſe⸗ 
rable of all men, were the 


childꝛẽ of God, if they ſhold 


not find x feele this in them 


ſelues. Foꝛ this is molte 


true, that it wee haue not 
Gods ſpirite, dwelling ton⸗ 
tinuallp in our hearts, wee 
cannot either pꝛap earnelt- 
lx, oꝛ heare Gods woꝛde re 


after our falles, oz ſtedfaſtip 
beleene the truethe of Gods 
pꝛomiſes, oz doe anye thing 


abteto/ oure bꝛethzen, 


Samet dur one 


cons 


uerentlie, oꝛ rightlie riſe vp 


ble in $ght of gov; 


— 1 


48 


tonſciences. And are 
wee may ſee, that Sathan x. 


his inſtrumentes, by being |} 


ing ſuche ſtraunge conclu- 

ſions into the woꝛlde, do la⸗ 
bour nothing els, but to de⸗ 
ſtrop our knowledge, to ſup⸗ 
plant oure faith, and to ſtop 
againſte vs the wape ok re⸗ 
pentaunce, that ſo in hard⸗ 


neſſe of heart and vnbelieke, 


wee mighte bee detained ok 
him at his pleaſure, as his 
Pꝛpſoners in en 
darkneſle. 
M erefoꝛe, let vs rather, 
fo the auoiding ot theſe er⸗ 

treme miſchiekes, imbꝛate 
the truethe of his holpe dac⸗ 
trine, wiſely not withſtan⸗ 
—— alwayes diſterning, 
etwene the we S. 
litten as! e 


toꝛruptions, and Sathans 
aſſaults: labouring to che⸗ 
. riſh, and make much of the 
one, as the molte ſingular 
meane and inſtrument, ot 
our ſpirituall comfozte and 
conſolation in Chꝛiſt: And { 
indeuduring to beate backe | 
the other , as the high way | 
to hell, and a matte terrible x 
headlong downefall , to £2. f 
ternal condemaation, leaſt 
otherwiſe tumbling + con⸗ | 
foundi g them together, we 4 
debaſe God, and exalt our 4: 
ſelues, oꝛ els in the ſight of # 
our own w2etchednes.ſo far 1 
taſt downe our ſelues, that 

we keele no comfoꝛt oꝛ con⸗ 
ſo ol Gods mercies in i 
Chzilt, And this much con⸗ 


your firit queſtion, 
cn | J a "Vedas o_ 


what mo2e large » bot 
cauſe it is of verie great im⸗ 
poꝛ taunce, and becauſe alſo, 
that the large diſcourſe vp⸗ 
pon this, may in ſome mea⸗ 
ſure, cleare ſome of the reſt. 
Now I come to the ſecond 
wherin you demaund, whe- 
ther Gods childzen , maye 
fall ſundꝛie times, oꝛ twiſe 
at the leaſt, into one and the 
ſelfe ſame ſinne? wherevnto 
this muche I ſape in fewe 
wo2des, that if we wonlde 
1 but loke vppon the parficu- 
Tar examples of Gods chil- 
2 d2en andſeruaunts 702 con⸗ 
ſider the llipperie and rea- 
die inclination, ok our own 
nature vnto euill, yea and 
that after regeneration, we 
hal find the caſe, as it were 


, ouer ruled vnto vs. To be⸗ 
gin 
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gin with theſe two, as they 
lie in oꝛder, 
Po man doubteth, but 
that Ahrabam the father of 


the faithful, was gods deare 
Ct ilde. Al men againe are 


reſolued, that fo2 him to de⸗ 


nie, Sarab his wife, to be his 
wife was wonderful weak⸗ 
neſſe. And pet we ſeer, that he 


fell twiſe into this infirmt- 
tie, onte in Eg it, as appea⸗ 


| reth . Geveſes,1 441 4. I5 tC, 


And an other time in Gera. 
befoze Abimelech, the Ring 
of that place, as appeareth 
Gene ſeg. 20. 2.3 ft. The like 
in an other Sinne, map be 
ſaydof ee / b, who as it ap⸗ 
peareth. Gere. 42.15. 16. fell 
twiſe, into this great tranſ⸗ 


greſlion, to ſweare by the 
life of Pharaoh. And theſame 
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in an other ſinne, maye be 
affirmed of Dauid, of whom 


te ſcripture beareth wit⸗ 


neſſe, that he was a man ac⸗ 


toꝛding to Gods owne hart. 


All men, ſpetiallie thoſe 
that are inlightencd with 
the knowledge of Gods 
truth, condemne ſoꝛ adultry 


the taking of another mans 
wife: and ik they be rightly 


taught of God, they holde 


that they two, fo wit one 


man and one weman, ſhal 
be one ficlhe , and therefoꝛe 
the taking of moꝛe, muſt of 


neceſſitie be the ſinne of a⸗ 
dultry tc whoꝛedome. Now 


we know that Dauld did not 
onelp fake Bathſheba Vriabs 
wife, but kept al the dapes 
of his life, aſter he had once 
taken them, ſire wiues and 

ten 


17171. 
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$3 | | 
ten Concubines. And what 
"was this elſe in truethe and 
effecte, but to fall ſundꝛye 
times, into one and the ſelfe 
ſame ſinne: pea to continue 
in the ſame. 

As foꝛ that that ſome als 
'leadge,etther in the wayof. 
excuſe, oꝛ to leſſen the cfffce 
ofthe Fathers, in haning 
manye women, to wit, that 
it was permitted fo2 in⸗ 
creaſe ſake, Ii ſape that it is 
not onely a meere datage of 
theire owne bꝛapne, but dts 
rectiye confrarye fo Holye 
ſcripture, Fo2 ifcuer Poli- 
2emie,02 the hauing of ma? 
ny women had bene lawful 
in that reſpect, it had bin in 
the beginning ofthe world, 
when there was ſuch greate 
ſcarſifte, that there was no 
4 moze 


„ oor aint nd 


Ii! : 

mo2e perſons but Adam and 
Heuab, and pet euen the the 
Loꝛde himſelke, thoughe hee 
had aboundaunce of ſpirite, 
made but one, and rather 
that one, than manie, not 

onelie to ſhe we vs what we 

ſhoulde doe, but alſo beca uſe 

he ſought a godlie ſeede: So 

that it cannot be denied, but 
that Dauids life was won⸗ 

derfully tainted and ſtained 
with vncleann elle: which J 
alledge not to the ende ante 
man ſhould be hardened, by 
this 02 any ſuch like exam⸗ 
ple in ſinne, but rather fo 
pꝛoue the trueth of the con⸗ 
'cluſton, that Gods childꝛen 
haue and mape fall ſundꝛie 
times, into one and the ſelfe 
ſame iniquitie. | 

2 Andas this is pꝛoued by 

1H. exams 
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examples, ſoa reaſon taken 
fro our natural cozruption, 
wil eaſilie euinte and pꝛwue 


the ſame, That vncleane 
thoughtes and idle woꝛdes, 


are ſinn befoꝛe God, no man 
of ſound iudgement will de⸗ 
nie the ſame: q ſaie of ſound 


tudgement, becauſe the pa- 
piſts in ded holde, that mo⸗ 
tions to inne, 02 thoughtes 


to euil, ſo a man doe not in 
his vnderſtanding appꝛoue 


them, are not ſinne, whiche 
is a beaſtlie and abſurd con⸗ 
cluſion. Now in the erami⸗ 


nation of sur owne ſoules, 


haue ſundꝛie times bin mo⸗ 
ued and ſtirred vp, to vn⸗ 


godlie imaginations? And 
that wee haue manie times 


er idle and Wan 
3 


ſhal wee not finde, that wee 


* 7 , , 
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ble woꝛds: 
To make this plaine in 
one particular moꝛe: The 
Loꝛdcondemneth, asa träl⸗ 
greſſion ot his la lo, the in 
of lying. Dathe not euerpe 

| oneofourhartes telvs, that 
| either foz feare, oꝛ foꝛ flatte- 


rie, oꝛ foꝛ faudur, oꝛ ſoꝛ oure 
own? gaine and gloꝛie, o: 
foꝛ ſome other carnall and 
wo2ldly reſpect, we haue in 
the daies of our life paſt, lp⸗ 
ed moꝛe than ten times: If 
any mi bodulde be ſo ſhame⸗ 
leſſe as in woꝛdes to goe as 
bout to cleare him ſelfe in 
this caſe, woulde not the te⸗ 
ſti nonie of his owne Con⸗ 
ſcieuce, euen while he were 
in ſpeaking of it, and that 
not onelpe in a generall ng- 
fice, but in en 
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of his olone remembzaunce 
conuince and condemn him 

fo2 the ſame? 
Andas fo? that which ſa; 
than and his inſtrumentes 
vle ta obiect, that it cannot. 
ve iuſtly ſaid, that that man 
hath truely repented him 
of his loꝛmer euilles, that 
falleth againe into p ſame: 
I ſaie that the Deuil ſpea⸗ 
keth lyke a Deuil in this 
behalfe,and that his inſtru⸗ 
ments bew2ay great groſſe- 
nelle and ignoꝛaunte, at the 
leaſt, if not wonderful ma⸗ 
lice, while they doe ſo in⸗ 
large the matter of repen⸗ 
taunce, as though it ſhoulde 
fence vs from the fo2ce of 
ſiane following, ..beras the 
Loꝛde hath ſpeciallle oꝛdai⸗ 
ned it , as an effectuall in- 

I. ſtrument 


ſtrument to ſeale vp the foꝛ⸗ 
giuenelle of fo2mgr tranſ⸗ 
greſſions. Therefo2e, to cons: 


clude this point, let vs not 


harken to theſe lleights and 


ſubtilties ot ſatã, but let vs 
loke rather at his dꝛift. who 
laboureth herebp, either to 
ouerwhelm vs, with p fight 


ok our ſinnes, oꝛ els to make 


no conſcience at all of the 


multitude of them: Both 
which faulfes ( bzother ) J 
muſt needes tel yon, are ve⸗ 
rie rife now a daies, but yet 


the lattermoſt rife and com⸗ 
mon, ten to one being ouer⸗ 
taken with this coꝛruption. 


that they haue no remoꝛſe 
of conſcience foꝛ Sinne, oz 
regard and care ot well dos: 
ing. Yea let vs labour to 


W e euen by the: 


infir- 


{ 
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infirmities of the S uinfes, 
gone befo:e vs, becauſe in 
. them we (ce our ſelues, and 
our owne co:ruptions, and 
Gods great mercie with a!l 
pardoning the tranſgreſſi⸗ 
ons of his people, wyerbnto 
we ſhall doe well fo loke 
ſundꝛie times, becauſe they 
are to vs ſo manie particu⸗ 
lar aſſurances, of the truth 
of Gods generall pꝛomiſes, 
| ſeing we know and beleue 
that loke what ſinnes they 
had, we haue the ſame, and 
loke what mereß was ſhew 
ed to them, the like (hall be 
ſhewed to vs, the reaſon is, 
becauſe God doth alwayecs- 
continue like to him ſelfe: 
and with al, let vs haue an 
epe to our owne ſlippes and 
un p2ofit by them 
allo, 


| 1 and power of his 


60 


allo, not to lie wealtring in 
them, becauſe we offend ol; 


ten both in many thinges, 


and alſo in one and the ſelfe 
ſame matter and manner, 
but rather moꝛe couragts 


oullie in the ſtrength of s: 


Loꝛd God, and the power of 
his worde, to fight againſt 
the ſame, taking vnto vs 


the whole complet harniſſe 


of God: And then no doubt 
but the Loꝛde beholding in 


Vs, as our infirmitie on the 


one ſide, ſo our wil to war 
againlte ſinne on the other 
ſide, wil graciouſip pardon 
dur weakeneſſes, and mer⸗ 
cifullte accept our willing 
mindes, in the ſpiritual cõ⸗ 
bat, neuer leauing vs vntil 


ſuch time, as he haue in the 


ſpirite, 


i BY 


jy . 


ſpirite, ſet bs free from all 
theſe aſſaults, by gathering 
vs vnto his eternall gloꝛpe, 
which is the end of onre life 
in this life, 4 the finiſhing 
of our faithe and hope in the 

e to come. 

Pour thirde demaunde is, 
whether enery actual ſinn, 
cominifted of knoweledge, 
may iuſtlp b2 counted a ſin 
ol pꝛelum ptian: and whe⸗ 
ther Gods ſeruauntes maye 
bee ſaide to tom mit pꝛelum⸗ 
tuous ſinnes? This queſtiõ 
ſeemeth in my mind, ta con⸗ 
taine in it two partes: the 
one concerning pꝛeſumptu⸗ 
ous ſinnes, and the other 
reſpecting ſome perſons, v 
eyther doe, oꝛ maie commit 
them. To the firſte J aun⸗ 
[were negatinelie: To the 
ſecond 


1 


. 1 I. r 


ſecond J aunſwere affirma⸗ 


tiuelie:and behold the ſeue⸗ 
rall reaſons, ot theſe two ſe⸗ 
uerall, pea contrarie aun⸗ 
ſweres of mine. 

J late that euerie actuall 


inne, cömitted of, after and 


againſtknowledge, may not 
noꝛ ought not, in anie equi⸗ 
tie, to be counted a pꝛeſum⸗ 
tuous fin. Foꝛ there is moꝛe 
required in that ſtan of pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption, than either an act 
o2 knoweledge going befoꝛe 
the act, that the act is euill, 
to wit, (euen as the wooꝛde 
alſo it ſelf impoꝛteth) a cons 
ceiuing befoꝛe hande, that 
God wil bee mercifull, not⸗ 

withſtanding that greeuous 

tranſgreſſion, the partie of- 
fendingalſo vſing, 02 abu- 


ſing rather, the mercie ol 
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God, which ſhould lead him 
fo repentaunte, to al licen⸗ 
ciouſnes, turning the grace 
of God into wantonneſſe, 
and as though the coardes of 
his olone coꝛruption, were 
not ſtrong inough, to dꝛawe 
on to ſinne, hee laboureth to 
bꝛing. accoꝛding to his oon 
curſed nature, darkneſſe out 
ok light. 

Againe on the other ſide, 
IJ ſaye that manxe ſinnes in 
knowledge, thoughe neuer 
committed actuallie, mays 
iuſtly be counted pꝛeſump⸗ 


tuous offences: as foꝛ exam 


ple, when a man, ſetting a⸗ 


ſide Gods iudgements pꝛo⸗ 


nounted, to diſcourage . 
wicked thonghts,and! trams 


- | pling vnder feet, in the pꝛo⸗ 


phaneſſe of his owne heart, 
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14 the mercies of God, whiche 
{ God hath let fo2th to allure 
1 men to wel doing, hee dothe 
Me pet notwithſtanding foſter 
N - Efoade continuailie in him 


ſelfe euill imaginations & 
turſed thoughtes, not labou⸗ 
bh ring to range his affections 
to the obedience of Gods 
| 


good will, but laping as it 
were the bꝛidle in his obone 
necke, doth runne riot to all 


il erteſſe of wicked thoughtes 
188 and deuiliſh imaginations. 
N And this is the reaſon that 
Hlleadethe mee to bee of this 
. minde, betauſe, that as ther 
isa ſinne in action, ſo alſo 


fthereis a ſinne in affection 
| befoꝛe God: and as ſinne in 
actieu, map bee committed 

contrarye to knoweledge, ſo 

may ünne in WWW 

lle: 
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wiſe: and as there mape in 
the ac of ſinne, be a pꝛeſu⸗ 
ming of Gods mertie, ſo 
there may be in the thought 
deuiſe and conſent to ſinne 
alſo. 

In this que ſtion of pꝛe⸗ 
ſumptucus ſinne, it ſecmeth 
to me, that the matter of 
ſinne it ſelfe, is not ſo much 
to be regarded, as the mans 
ner whereby it is tommit⸗ 
ted, and the mind of the mã 
that doth the ſame Mherin 
it ſhalbe god foꝛ you, ſo ob⸗ 
ſerue both the degrees ther⸗ 


rok, and the pꝛoteedinges of 


the ſame, as in all men ge⸗ 
nerallp, ſo euen the regene⸗ 
rate particularlp. 

All y are ſonndly taught 
of God, do know by þ truth 
of his wozde, and mult cons 


felly 
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feſſe by the ſighte of their 


owne w2ctchedneſſe , that 
they are conceiued in ſinne. 


and bo2ne in wickedneſſe: 


and that this is conueyed o⸗ 
uer as it were an inheri⸗ 
taunce, vnto al fleſhe. not by 
apiſh imitation only of our 


coꝛrupt parts, as the ella- 


giaus fantaſied, but by natu⸗ 
ral pꝛopagation, thoꝛow the 
taint of ſinne in. dam, from 
who by lineal ſucceſſion. we 
al come:ſo 5; to liue bꝛeath 
is nt moꝛe natural to vs.thã 

oꝛiginal vnrighteouſneſſe. 
Now this ſame ſinne and 
iniquitie, whercin we are 
concetued ind bozn, doth in 
al men, befoze regenerati⸗ 
on equally ſpꝛead it ſelfe.in- 
to theſe boughes oz bzann- J* 

ches ; to waste to cuit | 
in 
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in the mynde, whiche the 
ſcripture calleth luſt, and 
condemneth fo2 lin, whatfo- 
euer the Papiſtes ſay to the 
contrary: ſecondly into ton⸗ 
ſent to euill in the vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, as when a man 
in his mind aloweth of that 
94 he hath beene moued 
to: And thirdly into a pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe and perfourmaunte of 
that euill, wherevnto a man 
bath beene moned and con⸗ 
ſented, epther in woꝛde, ik it 
be a ſinne to be committed 
in woꝛde oꝛ in deede, if it be 
to be committed in deede, oꝛ 
in both as manp ſins mape, 
and haue beene committed 
both waies. 

Ip2ayyon remember that 
I \aive befo2e, that this ſin, 
doth in all men befoꝛe rege- 

neration 
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neration equally ſpꝛeade it 
ſelf, tc. Which woꝛds J ads 
ded-fo2 two ſpecial. cauſes: 
one is becauſe an Engliſhe 
Phiſition, going vader the 
name of D. J. (whome J 
thinke god to expꝛelle, that 


the god men ok that pꝛofel⸗ 
ſion, map be cleared frõ ſuch | 
co2rupt and abſurde opini-, 
ons ) hath put-downe in an. 


Engliſh boke of his, called 
the arte and ſcience of pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruing bodye and ſoule,+c. 
that menare in their firlte 


mo2e and ſome leſſe, x that 


ted like vicious, vnhoneſt 
0! vngratious, not withſtã⸗ 
ding our oꝛiginall fal in {- 
dam. Mherein (as in many 


other thinges alſo) he hath 
| | | ſhew⸗ 


parentes dep2aued , ſome. 


all men are not fo be coun⸗ 
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Iyedeclareth him ſelfe, not 
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ſhewed him ſelfe, whatſoe⸗ 


tier ſkil hee hath, oꝛ woulde 
ſeeme to haue in phiſicke, to 
bee but a badde and an vn ⸗ 
ſound deuine Foz he plains; 


onely to be vtterly ignoꝛant 
of Scriptures, but alſo to 
haue no true inüghte into 
the coꝛruption of mans nas 
ture, noꝛ pet to bee well-ac- 
quainted with the fruites « 
effects of o2iginall ſinne. 
Foꝛ this is moſt certaine, 


that thonghe all men make 


not the like gut ward thew 
of euil, and coxruption, pet 
the leed and roof at all inne, 
doth by nature reffe in all 
men alike, which perhappes 
Was the matter that decea⸗ 
ueqthe man, her not then 
knowing, = 
922 
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ig by the ererciſes of 
waz de, and the working 1 


70 
between the ſeede of ſinne, 
and the manifeſting thereof 
by woꝛd 02 deed. Fo? this is 


true, that though the ſeed of - *- 


ſinne be alike in all, yet you - 
ſee, p euen amongſt manp p 
know not God, it is reſtrai⸗ 
ned fro bꝛeaking foꝛth, in 
ſome foꝛ feare of puniſhmet 
in other ſome foz hope of 
gaine, in ſame fo2 getting ol 


Haan in other ſome foꝛ one 
Hau 


ſe, tin ſome foꝛ another. 
The other cauſe is, fo; 
that J would haue the god- 


lie to vnderſtand, what it is 


that putteth a difference be⸗ 
tweene them and the wic⸗ 
ked of the woꝛld: to wit that 
excellent wozke of regens⸗ 
ration, oꝛ new byꝛth, which | 
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the ſpirite begun and conti- 
nued in them, not in perke 


tion in this life (as ſome 
kantaſticallp imagine) but 


ſeth fo be tonuenient, foz þ 
aduauncement of his owne 
glozy, and the god of his 
childzen: in whom,notwith- 
ſcanding this ercellẽt grace 
beſtowed vpon them, there 
are certaine reliques an 


remainders, as of oziginall 


ſinne generallte, ſo of the 
fruits and effectes of p lame 
ſin, thep being many tymes 
not onely moued fo cuill, in 
the mynde, but conſenting 
to the ſame, in their vnder- 
ſtanding, yea labouringi to 
pꝛattiſe, oz "rather ſome⸗ 
times pzactifing both in 
woꝛd and = that whcre- 


in ſuch meaſure, as 5 Lo2de 
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ſame , to the ende that we 


72 
vnto they haue been moned, 
and vte lded conſent. 
And wee haue hereof 
double feſfimony:to wit the 
particular examples of ma- 
ny of Gods childzen goping 
befo:e vs, as of Dauid, Peter 
Paule, c. and the teſtimony 


of our owne harfs accuſing 


vs, p many times wee have 


| beene moned foeuyll-and , 
conſented to the ſame, yea 


that we haue accompliſhed 
if tn woꝛde o2 deede oz both, 
And pet great difference be 
tweene vs and the wicked 
in this point, not onelp in 
that thep continually com⸗ 


mit it, to the heaping vp of 


the full mealure of their 
iudgement: and we doe but 
ſundztefimcs fall into the 


might. 
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migbte haue a taſte of oure 
obne coꝛruption, and ſo bee 
pumbled: but alſo in that 
fhoy fake ſinguler delighte 
and pleaſure in the ſame; 
both befoze the doing, and 
while if is in action, pea, e⸗ 
'ven then when it is done EF 
paſt, manye wicked men(as 
appeareth by dailye erpert- 
ente) reiopcingly 4 boaſting- 
lie telling of their vngodly- 
nes, whereas the heart 4 al⸗ 
fection of Gods childzen , is 
mante times ſtricken with 
wonderful grief, in p thoght 
oꝛ action of ſinne, and that 

not only befoze the commit - 
ting, but cuen in the verie 
time of doing the ſame , yea 
many a time after, when 
they thinke bpon the ſame, 
and the great iudgementes, 
2 


that 


— rr i a. ot 


they had pulled vppon them 
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that by the mcanes there6f, 


ſclues from God, 
And pet to ſpeake ſome- 
what moze fully and plain- 
lye of this matter, we are to 
note, that cue in ſuch courſe 
and o2der as God wozketh 
our regeneration in vs, ſo 
acco2ding to the meaſure of 
the ſame, beſtowed vpon vs, 
doth finne creepe vpon vs. o: 
rather to wee our ſelues 
perceive the fraud and foꝛce 
of cinneinvs, in fcaling 
vpon vs. 

In our regeneration, firſt 


the Lozde refozmeth oure 


knoweledge,graciouſly tur- 
ning onre darkcneſſe into 


2 light. Secondly,he aſſapeth 


the amendement of our coꝛ⸗ 


rupt, croked, and curſed al⸗ 


ſections 
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1 kections: And third'p, he la- 3 
Sboureth to coxree oure vn- 

ſauourie wooꝛdes and wies 
ked actions. And euen by 5 
like ſteps, chall we finde ſin 
to p2oceed in the regenerate, 
02 ag J layd befo2e,to crepe 
and ſteale vpon them. Fo? 
firſte a man ſhall ſee, yea - 
they them ſelues ſhall feele 
inthemſelaes , a ſinne done 


wittingly, notwithſtanding 


þ light ano knowledge that 
God hath beſfowed vppon 


them: the cozruptto of their 
owne heartes blearing and 
bloffing out foz the time, 
the refourmed iudgement, 
that the Lozde hath giuen 
them befoze. Secondly they 2 
ſhall perceine a ſinne in the 
lelues, which is done wil- 
lingly, that is, the whole af- 

| 2 kegion 


— 


oa — as Wh 
„ 


| fection of the ſoule,, and all 


the parts and pow2es there- +. 
of as of the bodye likewiſe, 
conſenting thereto, the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent pleaſure of ſinne, which 


. endureth but foz a while, 
. carrying them with a full 


ſwinge into that extremitie. 
Lhirdly,they do euen fall 
fo the deede of ſinne it ſelfe 


| ſometimes, whileſt they doe 
thoꝛob negligence and cares 
lelneſſe lo: a fyme, fozget 


both Sods Judgements, ſet 


dobon, to detetre them from 
inne, and his mercies pꝛo⸗ 


pounded to dꝛaw them ta o- 
bedience, which may be coũ⸗ 


ted after a ſozt,a wilful ſin, 


oz they bee ſayde fo haue 


ſinned wilfally , though not 
to deſpite the Loꝛde, but pet 
thozowe fozgetfulnelſe , yea 


eulen 
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gut of ſefpurpoſe as it were 
Lo doe the thinges, that in 
knoweledge and will they 
do, and that inſtly dillike. 
The p:oofof theſe points, 
we map ſee in our ſelues by 
examining our owne harts, 
the Loꝛd ſometimes ffreng- 
thening vs, to withſtande 
themotions of euill, while 
wee checke and confroll our 
ſelues foz our vile thoughts. 
and ſo nippe of nne in the 
firſt ſpzowting therof : ſome 
kimes hee ſaffering vs to 
20ceed a degre farther, ene 
fo conſenf vnto the ſame , E 
fo appꝛooue ot them, the loꝛd 
vet ſtrẽgthning vs, to ſtrike 
our ſelues on the heart, and 
to ſap, what miſerable wꝛet⸗ 
ches are wee, that do thus 
foade and foſter inne in our 
4 owne 


owne b2eaft, to the vifplea-, 
ſing of Bod, 3 the condem⸗ n 
nation ot our owne ſoules. 
PVea lometimes we p2oceeds 
ſo karre, that we doe both in 
woꝛd and dæde, commit ſin, 
conceiued befoze in thought 
e peelded vnto in affection: 
the Lozde notwithſtanding 
by repentaunce pulling vs 
out ok the ſame, to the ende 
he might declare, the great 
care and loue, he carrieth to 
his childzen , who will not 
haue vs periſh eternally in 
dur ſinnes. 
WMherfoꝛe in a wozd as it 
were to conclude, the firſte 
| part of this queſtion; Jam 
| perſwaded, that enery actu- 
all inne (knowledge and 
| affection concurring: with 
| the ſame) being committed 
Z wilful- 


79 


\Bilfallie (which what itis 
Abaue befoze declared) is 
iuſtlpe fo be counted a inne 
of pꝛeſumption, o2 a pꝛe⸗ 
ſumptnous Sinne, and o⸗ 
ther wiſe not. 

Now ſhoꝛ tlie to ſpeake cf 
the ſecond part of this pour 
demaunde, J ſap that Gods 
thild2zen haue and mape fall 
into theſe ſinnes, whilll that 
thoꝛowe the reliques of na- 
turall cozruptis remapning 
in them, and the pleaſures 
oꝛ lweet delights of iniqui⸗ 
tie, they foꝛget Gods mer - 
cies and iudgementes: and 
that this is ſo, map appeare 
by the holy Pzophet Dauid 
himſelfe,who in the 19.Pſal, 
vetl. 13. pꝛapeth the Lozde, 
not onelpe to krepe his fer- 
taunt from p2climpfrous 

. 5 ſinnes 


1 : 


Annes, but alſo that ithe do 
fall into them, they ſhoulds * 


53.8 


not rule oꝛ raigne over him: 


which petition ſurelp, hee 


needed not to haue made, ik 
he epther had not, oz might 
not fall inte the ſame ſinne: 


foz in vaine is it to pꝛape to 
be kepte krom that Sinne, 


whereinto hee was (ure h hee 
would neuer fall. 
Fo2 mine owne parte, I 


take not pꝛeſũptuous ſins, 
to bee the ſinne againſte the 
' holie Ghoſt (whatſoeuer o- 
ther men haue vttered con- 

terning the ſame ) And ſure 


J am that the childzen of 


God, haue and may fal,tho- 
row naturall cozruption in⸗ 
to all ſinnes ſauing that: as 


Noah into dꝛzunkennes, Lot 


foinceſt, Moſes todiſtruſte, 


Aaron 


Sk 


Aaron to ſet vp Idolatrie, 
Pauid into whozedome,and 
other ho2rible vyces. Peter 
into the dentall of Chꝛiſt.ac. 
and that after knoweledge e 
light recciued: and therefoze 
they may commit pꝛeſump⸗ 
tuous ſinnes. 

Ak any man vill ſap, what 
difference then between the 
good and the bad - J aun⸗ 
ſwere, it is not in reſpecte cf 
themſeiues, es by nature: 
but in reſpect of God, who 
by the grace of regeneratio, 
and the gifte of fapth, and 
the fruits therof, diſcerneth 
betweene the one and the o; 
ther. Foz craple,the wicked 
runne a continual tourſe in 
ſinne, and multiplie iniqui⸗ 
tie vpon iniquitie, where⸗ 
ds the godlp doe but nowe q 
then. 
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then, as it were inreſpect of 
the other, thoꝛowe infirmity 
2 fall into if, Againe, the wic- 
ked commit vngodlineſſe 
with greedines, their harts 


d their conſciences ſeldome 
oz neuer controulling them 
ſoꝛ it, oꝛ if thep doe, it is but 
as aflalh of fire that ſodain⸗ 
Ip appeareth, and as ſeone 


vaniſheth awape, whercas 


the affedions and will of 


the godlie, doe manie times 


tand bp ꝛgainſt the actions 


of ſinne in them: accozding 
tea hat ſaying of the Apoſtle 
Ron. 7.15.4 allew not that 


which 4 doe, fo2 what 3 
woulde, that 3 doe wet , but 


what J hate, that Jto.Laſts 


lie, the vagodly lie weifring 


in all their ſinnes, Whatſo- 
euer they haue committed 
with⸗ 
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Y without Repenfannce oꝛ a- 


mendment of lpfe: whereas 


p; p codlie,howſoener they bee 


3 


ouertaken and ſtriken with 
the ſting ol ſin, doe pet not⸗ 
withſtanding, thoꝛo w Gods 
gocodneſſe, aryſe to enfate 
ned conuerũon:à lay vnfay- 
ned and not perfect, becauſe 
we tan neuer in this life at⸗ 
fayne to perfection of fayth, 
hope, loue, repẽtaunce oz a⸗ 


nie other holie vertue. And 


vet no reaſon uh we Gold 
be diſcouraged, fo2 the want 
of the perfectid of the thing, 
ſo that we haue the thing vr 
ſclie, ſeeing we know it to 
be Gods wo:ke in vs, and 
we are perſwaded alſo, that 
he will not refuſe the ſame: 
ſith alſo wee are fullie certi- 
ficd of this, by the trueth of 

God» 


— .. ates or i. Ee 
T1 0 

SGSods woꝛd, that God in the 

\ fruits of our faith, accepteth 


| vs accoꝛdynge to that wee. 

| haue, and not accoꝛding to 

| 7 we haue not. 2. Corinth. 
12. 

1 Pour fourth queſtion alſo 
dtonſiſteth on two partes, as 
vour third did, and therefo: 

Z will annſwere them one 

| affer an other , as J did bes 
_ koze, 
+ Concerning the aſſurance 
of the ſpirite, J lay as the As 
| poſtle ſapeth. Rom. 8 9. Vee 

That hath not the ſpir ite of 

Chꝛiſte is none of his. S0 
that who ſo euer he be, that 

F . emb2aceth not his trueth, 

doeth pꝛononnte a fearcfull 

4 ſentente of tondemnation 

1 again his owne ſoule, 

% 

; 

F 


True it is that the aduer⸗ 
aries 


Ig 


ſaries of gods grace, J mean 
the Papiſtes, haue greatlie 
impugneo this doctrine of p 


' aſſuraunce of Gods ſpirife, 
and the certaine pledge orf 


eternall ſaluation, and the 
greateſt reaſon that they 


agaynſt it, haue beene this, 
that they could not conceive 
bow they chould be voyde of 
raſhe boldncs and pzeſump- 
tion, in ſs ſaying: as though 
koꝛ ſoth it were pꝛeſumpti⸗ 
on, to know, e belœue that, 
which the Lozde hath mani⸗ 
feſted in his woo2be, fo2 the 


and the ſtrengthning ofour 
fayth.Doeth not the Apoſtle 
ſay, that be is fully perſwa- 
ded, that neither death noz 
Ife, no: Angels, no: in 
8 Pats 


haue had, to ſet them ſelnes 


| increaſe ot our knoweledge, | 


pallyties , noz powers,noz- 
things pꝛeſent, noz2 thinges 


thing what ſo ener ſhall be 


able to ſeperate him; noꝛ the 


reſt of Gods choſen from 


the loue of God towards vs, 


whiche is in Chꝛiſte Jelas 
our Lozde. Rom. 8.3 8.39. 
Little do they confider,how 
that without this certaine⸗ 
tic, they may bee bꝛoughte, 
not onelye to mammering 
of fayth and doubtinge, 
whiche mante times Gods 
childzen , loking into their 
greuous tranſgreſſions, and 
Gods iudgements either in 
warde o2 ontwarde againſt 
them ſoꝛ the ſame, do fal in- 
to: But into vttcr deſperati⸗ 
on alſo, with whiche if * 


to come, noꝛ high noꝛ depth, ' | 
noꝛ anpe other creature oz 


an" — ' 
p 
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be once thozowly ſeazed, it 
is ahard,yea almolt an im. 
poſſible matter to pul them 
out of the ſame, + 

Wherfoze as in ded men 
mult beware of pꝛeſuming, 
which cannot be committed 
ſo long as we know and be⸗ 
leeue, no moze then God 
bath manifeſted in. his re- 
netled wil foz our inſtructid 
E comfoꝛt, pꝛouided alwaies 
we do not ſo much as ima 
gin, that thaſe graces are of 
gurſelues,o2 are either offe⸗ 
red oꝛ giuen vs, fo2 ſome 
thing that we haue: ſo they 
muſte likewiſe take heede 
of that hozrible headlong 
downefall into deſpcration 
and diſtruſt, wilelpe alſo 
putting a difference (euen 


as God himlſelfe hath * 


ted in his woozde betweene 
weakneſſe of fapth 02 doubs 
ting, & diſpaire oz diſtruſt, 
leaſte taking the one foz the 
other, they bee miſerablie 
wounded with anguilhe 
and griefe of Soule, and 
that without hope ofrecoue- 
tie. 

The conſideration and 
p20ofe of this poinde, to wit 
that Gods childzen are of- 
ten tymes d2yuen to doub- 
ting, though continually, 

tho:zowGods godneſſe, they 
be kept from diſpaire, ſhall 
no doubt, being rightip cons 
ſidered be p;ofitablebsth fo: 
knowledge & comkfozte:and 


© therefoze J doe once agapne 


pꝛape you (good bꝛother) to 
beare with me, vttering my 


minde alſo concerning that 
mat - 
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makter, ſpetiallie ſeeing it 
doth in ſome ſozt apperteine 
tko the pꝛeſent queſtion. 
Chat the childzen of God, 
are troubled ſome fymes 
with great doubtinges, as 4 
ſayd befoze, may appeare by 
anotable ſentence, that the 
Apollle Paule vffereth: 2, 
Cor, 4.8. in his owne name, 
| and the name of the fapth- 
ful, ſaping, we are in doubk, 
but pet we diſpaire not: by 
whiche place alſo wes mays 
ſee, that there is great diffe- 
rence, betweene doubting 
and diſpaire, the one, to wit 
deſperation beyng vtferlte 
boyde of hope, as the woꝛde 
it ſelfe ſeemeth to impoꝛte, 
and appertaining moſt pꝛo⸗ 
perlie to the wicked and re- 


un 7 The other,to wit 
doub⸗ 


ble to him that beleeusth: 
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voubting, conteining bnder 
it the imperfections of oure 


faith, and the w:efflinges 
that wee endure beftwene 


hope ano dlſpaire, beeing al- 
ſo an oꝛdinarie diſſeaſe that 
Gods Saintes, are manie 


kymes froubled with all: 


which thinge mate plapnely 
appeare in ſand2te of the 
particular ſeruants of Gad: 
as in the father of the child, 
that was poſſeſſed with a 
dumbe ſpirit, Chꝛiſt telling 
him, that if he could belenue, 
it ſhoulde goe well with his 
ſonne, foꝛ all things are poſs 


hee aunſwered crying with 
teares and ſaying. Lozde 1 
beleeue, helpe mp bnbelieke. 
Marke. g. 2 3.24. In which 
woꝛdes he ſpeaketh of _ 
| | an 


1 
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| *thanofdoubting : Foz as ho 


plainelpe affirmeth,that he 
doth in ſome ſmall meaſure 
beleeue. So withall he ſin- 
terelp confeſeth, that if that 
bel iefe, ſhould be examined, 
eyther accozding to Gods 
owne nature, who is alto- 
gether perfede, oz accozding 
to the excellencie of fapth 
that ſhould bee in them that 
come vnto God, oꝛ accoꝛding 
fo the great mammeringes, 
that be found in himſelfe, yt 
ſhould be found nothing but 
vnbeliefe. 

And albeit that theſe two 
ſpeaches, to wit, 3 beleene, 
. Lozde helpe mp tnbelicfe, 
may feeme contrarie , pet 
there is no godly man, but 
te trycth the fructh of theſe 
things in him ſelle: Foz ſces 


ing 


lie in Dauid, who w2eftling 
 as1t were in the ſighte of 


ing that our fapth is neuer 
perfect in this life, it follows 
eth, that we muſte needes 
haue greafe mammeringes : 


and doubkinges in vs; yet ſo 


that as God of his gadnelſe 
pardoneth vs thoſe defeces: 
ſo(ſeing that our fayth,how 
little oz howe muche ſoeuer 
it bee, is by God him ſelfe 


vꝛought in vs by his woꝛd 


and holie Spirite) ſhall the 
ſame our faith bee accepted 
and regarded befoze him, be⸗ 
cauſe hee will not deſpiſe oz 
refuſe his owne wozke. 

And that which hath beene 
ſayde of this particular pers 
fon, appeareth alſo excellent 


his owne ſinne, and the ap- 


pzehenſion of Gods iudge⸗ 
| ments. 
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mentes againſt him fo2 the 
ſame doth in many Pſalmes 
tHewe, that he was b2ought 


| . togreate diſtreſſe and doub- 


ting. Let the beginning of 
d 22. Pſal. in Read of manie, 
ſerue fo2 the pzoofe of this, 
where he ſayth: my God my 
God why halt thon fozſaken 
me: I woulde fapne knowe, 
what canne argue greater 
doubting, yea in a manner 
diſpapꝛe, than foz a man to 
ſape, that God had vtter ly 
fozſaken him. And pet, what 
4 moze lpuelie and excellente 
token ol faith towardes god, 
can a man percepue in him- 
ſelfe and others, than in his 
diltreſſes, to call carneſtly-. | 
bpon the-Lozd, and that not 
in generall tearmes, but in 
the particular rita 


- * — " 


ef 


ttr, there may ſome reaſon 
te ſhewed of it, betauſe that 


7 
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MEod vnto him ſelfe, lav 


ing my God my God, ec. 


This is that whiche all 


mans reaſon cannot coms. 


pꝛehend, fo wit that menne 


lchking vpon themſelues in 


their ſinnes, and Gods iuſt 
tudgemets, ſhould be won- 


derkullp diſmayed and caſt 


down,and pet notwithſtan- 


ding, euẽ as it were at one, 
' and the ſelfe ſame inffanf, 
| Hould thozow the gracious 
wozke of Gods Spirife in 
them, and the liuely appze- 
' henfion of his mercyes, be 


as greatly eralfed and ray- 
ſed vppe againe. And pet 
th ough mans witte, can not 
well conceine of this mat- 


tarth and doubting are not 
ton⸗ 
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tontrarpe ( foz ſo pf they 


were, they coulde not ſtand 
together in one and the ſelfe 
fame lubiett, at one and the 
elfe ſame time,) but they 
are things diuers, and ther- 
foꝛe map very wel be found 
even at one 4 the ſelfe ſame 
time, inone and the lelfe 
ſame perſon, 
Jamlothe fo purſue. this 
matter any whyt moze at 
larg e, becauſe Jknow ſome 
very god men, haue publik⸗ 
lie pꝛopounded the contra · 
rie, to wit that faith e doub- 
ling, ſhould be things oppo⸗ 
ſite: but J pꝛap pou at your 
leaſure, ſec what Papſter 
Calvin 'hath wzitten concer 
ning this matter. 1b. Iuſtit. 
2. cap. 16. ſect. 12, where he 
malle kapth and diſpaire 
E cone 


ednfrarie,and not faith and 


doubting:and alſo, , Inſtit. 

3. cap. 2. ſet37, where vou 
ſhall finde, that he plapnely 
affirmeth, that fapth is ſo 
greatlie toſſed with diuers 
doubtings, that the myndes 
of the Godlie, are ſeldom 


qupet, 02 at leaft, do not 


al wapes eniope a peaccable 
ſtate. 
It trueth confiſtcd in a 
multitudꝛ of allegations,02 
a cloud of mes teſtimonies 


J conlde cafelie put you 


downe, a greafe number of 


places out of maiſter Calais 
maiſter Peza, and ſund2y o⸗ 
thers, both olde and new, 
but 4 minde not to blot pa- 
per with the, ſpeciallpy w2y- 
ting to you, who Jknow 
bath not, noꝛ holdeth not 


the 


11 
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the trutth of God, eyther in 
reſpecte of mens perſons, 02 


in the multitude of witneſ⸗ 
ſes. The thinge which J ras 

ther belecche you koa, is that 

vou would in a few wozdes 


with me conſider, what pꝛo⸗ 
fit t tomfoꝛt we may reape 
by this, and ſo then J will 
come to aunſwere the other 
part of this pour fourth que⸗ 
ſtion. 

Firſt, we haue our dekecks 
and imperfections lapde be⸗ 
ſoꝛe bs, which doth not one⸗ 
lye ſenſibly pꝛeache vnto vs 
cur naturall coꝛrupt ion, and 


the reliques of the ſame in 


vs: hut ſerueth alſo, as an 
excellent me ane to pꝛeſerue 
vs, from p pꝛide of our own 
ht arts, and from entring ſo 


muche, as once into an ima- 


2 Lina: 


N 


thinge, either within vs, oz 


touraged in the ſame 2 And 
becauſe wee cannot attayne 


gination 02 tonceite of anye 


without vs; that of it ſelfe, 
may commende bs to God, 


and by that meanes ſauou⸗ 
reth alſo of imperfedion, and 
we know thatno imperfect 
thing can pleaſe God, 

But whatzſhall we be dil⸗ 


vnto perfection in this lyfe, 
vtterlp ſhake of al care & cõ⸗ 
ſcience of wel doing, as Sa⸗ 


tan would haue vs? Oh let 
that be far from vs to peelds 


to ſuch aſſaulfes 4 tẽtations. 
Nay rather let vs comfozf 
our (clues in this, that all 
our defedes and imperfect- 
| ons 


ſpec iallpe as if commeth fro - 
vs, becavſe it ſmacketh and 
taſteth of our coꝛzruption, 


| 


= |}, 
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ons are couered ouer in the 


fulneſſe and perfection of 


the obedience of Chꝛiſt, and 


iucourage our ſelues fo wel 


doing, notwithſtanding our 
wantes, becauſe we knowe, 


that God accepteth vs, ac- 
toꝛding to y we haue, 4 not, 
accoꝛding to p we haue not, 
(this being alwapes pꝛoui- 
ded that y which wee haue, 
we haue from him) wee in 
p meane while, not leaning, 
ok to doe ſome good, becauſe 
we canof doe all god in per⸗ 


kection, no moze then we re⸗ 


fuſe fo peeld obedience to the 


law, thongh the ſame in re⸗ 
ſpecte of the abſolute righte · 
ouſneſſe tommaunded there⸗ 
in, and alſo in reſpec of our 
wonderfall weakeneſſe and 
inſirmitie, can neuer bee fil- 
3 led 


led of vs. 19 4 


| other part of your queſtion, 
take it that y beſt meanes - | 
fo a man to aſſure himlelfe, + 


God, is to looke to thoſe cf- 
fettes and fruits of godnes, 


by the ſame his Spirite to 
woꝛk in them, and to frame 
and falhion them tor, not in 
perfection (foꝛ as J layde be⸗ 


kuapned vnto in this like) but 
in ſome ſuche meaſure, as it 


all thinges in his childzen, 
foꝛz his own glozie and their 


Ok the pledge of he ſpyzife; 
beeing one ſingular effects 
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Nowe, as concerning the 


that hee hath the Sppꝛite of 


which it pleaſeth the Lozde 


koꝛe, that can neuer bee at⸗ 
pleaſeth the Loꝛd) who doth 
good) to beſtowe vpon them. 


and fruit of the ſpirits, 4 
haue 


a 
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haue ſatd ſomewhat befoze, 


and therefoze may ſpare fo 


ſpeake of it here:and pet foꝛ 
the kurther clearing ok this 
matter, J will here touch 
one oꝛ two other fruits and 
effects of the Spirite in par 
ticular, that by them a man 
map iudge ak all the reſte, 
which are of the like ſo2f. 
That pꝛaier is a fruit and 


effect, oʒ wozke of the ſpirit 


of God, dwelling in the 
heartes of Gods childzen,al 

men that know Gods fruth 
will eaſely graunt, Ik anye 
ſhould be ſo ſhameles as to 
deny it, our own experience 
will conuince them, which 
keacheth vs that all thinges 
that we do are either of our 


euil,they pꝛoceede from our 
— ſelues N 


ſelnes,o2 of God. If they be 


rupfkion, becauſe therein we 
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ruption of our own nature. 


from the lozd, who frameth 


and faſhioneth vs therfo, as 
by his woꝛd, and the exerci⸗ 


ſes thereof out wardlyp, ſo by 


his holy Spirite inwardly, 
without the whiche in dede 
the woꝛd is but to little pur 


poſe, except it be to make vs 
the moꝛe without ercale. 
Alſo that p2ayer to God, 


fs a god thing, neuer did a- 
ny as pet denp. From God 

therekoꝛe muſt it flowe, and 
be w2oughte in vs by the 
meanes aboue ſpe cified,and 


cannot come from aur coꝛ⸗ 


are ſo far of from drawing 
nigh to God, either in p29y- 


er oz other wiſe, that we al- 


toge · 
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Ik they be god, they come 
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together flye from his p2e- 
ſen:e, And belides this, the 
Apoſtle telleth vs. Rom, 8. 
2. that the Spirite helpeth 
oure infirmiftes, foz wee 


know not what to pꝛap as 


we ought, but the ſpirite it 
ſelke, maketh requeſt foz vs, 
with fighes and groanes, 
which cannot be exp2eſſed, 
Wherefo2ze when J fle 
my ſeife in ſome meaſare, 
ſtirred vp to pzay vnto God,. 
as in ß renouncing of mine 
own righteonſnes, ſo in the 
name of his Sonne Chailt 
applying all his merits vn- 
to my ſelke demaundinge 
nothing but ſuch things, as 
are acco2ding to his will, 4 
may therin comfozt my ſelf, 


that J haue the ſpirite of 


God, becauſe Y haue thozow 
5 Cods 
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Gods godneſſe one nofable 
effect t fruit of it, the Loꝛde 
further by the perfozmance 

ok this holy exerciſe, ſealing | 
vp in me both faith, and the 
end of my fayth alſo, which 
is ſaluation, betar ſe the A⸗ 

| poſtle ſapth. Rom, 10, 13.14 

0 that men cannot call vppon 
| him in whome they belcene 
| nok: and againe that who- 
| ſoener ſhall call vppon the 
name of the Loꝛd, ſhalbe la- 


ued, 

? The like may we ſay of 
j \ . | byfaigned fo2giuing of o- 
I thers, that have offended: a- 


gapnſt vs, oꝛ of ſounde loue 
i | towards 5 bzethzen , which 
1 are in derd ſingular fruites 
| ol Gods ſpirite and wozkes 
| ok the lame in vs, fo2 natu- 
ö tallp wewoald revenge one 

| ins 
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iniurie with another, and 


are ſo far of from loning o- 
thers, that we manie times 
hate thẽ moſt deadlie, whom 
by the rule of nature and 
piety, we ought to loue moſt 
dearelp: pea J fape further, 
that whereſouer God gi- 
ueth theſe graces, there he 


hath ſet downe and lefte be; 
hinde him, a nofable tell i⸗ 
monye of the fozgiueneſſe 


of our ſinnes in his pꝛeſẽce, 
and of oure regeneration, 
which are ſingular pledges, 
that wee appertapne vnto 
God, and haue the hope of a 
better life lapde vp foz vs in 
the heauens: koꝛ our ſinnes 
beeing once remoued , and 
wee feeling the ſame in our 


heartes, by vnfaygned par- 
doning and foꝛgiuing of a⸗ 
thers 


—— —u— 


tors, What ſhould we lohe 


foꝛ, but iuſtiſicati in Gan 1 


And the loue of god toward "FN 
vs, beeing ſealed vp in our 
heartes, by the ſincere lone . 
and affedion, that in him 
and fo2 him, we beare one 
of vs towardes an other: 
what remagneth but that 
we ſhould with paticnce ex- 

| pect,the moſte ſingular teſtis 
monte of that lone, which ts 
eternall life and glozie? Foz 
as iuſtiſicatid followeth the 
foꝛgyueneſſe of our nne, ſo 
glozificatid followeth iuſti- 
fcation,as appeareth, Nom. g 
Nofable foz the pzofe of 
theſe poynctes, and full of 
„ —9 comfozte to the 
Conſtiencs, are theſe two 
places following. Our ſaui⸗ 
dur ** Aat. 6, 14. I we 
doe 


4 107 
doe fozgite men their trel⸗ 


0 wil alſo foꝛgiue vou. And S. 
125 John in his firlt epiſtle chap. 
3. IA. ſayth. Me knowe that 
© wee are franſlated fro death 
to lyfe, becauſe we loue the 
bꝛethzen. By which we may 
ſee, that theſe thinges, are 
gracious cff2cts of Gods ſpi⸗ 
_ rife in vs, and that they are 

ſure ſeales vntovs, of the 


ol our regeneration , and by 
conſequent alſo (ſoz theſe 


. fiernall ſaluation. | 
And that whiche I fpeake 
of theſe , J do wich to be bn- 
derſtodeof all the fruites of 
the ſpirite, that we ſhal find 
in vs: Foz ok like thinges, 
there is the lpke confidera- 
tion, 


11 alles, your heauenly father 


remiſſion of our ſinnes, and 


. followe one another) ol our 


we beware of two extrem 


ties, wherinto we ſhall ma 


ny times be violently tha 


bnleſte it pleaſe the Lozd t 


giue vs wife and vnderſtan⸗ 


„ 


ding heartes, that we map 
ſozeſee the ſame , and grace 
and ftrength to ſubdue 
them. 

The one tommeth p20pers 
lie from our ſelues, and the 
pꝛide of our owne heartes, 


while we phanfaſy, that we 
haue abtapned, moze graces 
bol the ſpirit, than in deed ve 
haue, and ſo liffe vp dur ſel- 
nes, aboue manie other of 


Gods childzen, whom the 


Loꝛde hath moze mercifully 
indued with ſuche graces, 


than he hath done vs, 
The other ariſeth of Sas 
tan 


| 


| 


oe 
- 


Hog. '!! 
tan who many times wold 
make vs beleeue, that God 
hath not ginen vs luche 
kruits and effects, ot the ſpi⸗ 


I rite, as wee perſwade oure 


ſelues, that thoꝛowe his 
godneſle we haue attained 
onto. 

To repꝛeſſe the firſt in bs, 
it ſhal be god foꝛ vs nowe 
and then to haue an epe, to 
the great defectes, that we 
finde in our ſelues, of ſpiri- 
fuall bleſſings: and to com- 
pare dure ſelues in an vp- 
right conſideration, not w 
them onelp, with whom the 
' L02dhath not dealt ſo libe⸗ 


with vs, that ſo we may bee 
 p2ouoked , to magnifye the 


richeſſe of his godneſſe and 


foreferre our gifts to right 
ends 


rally that wape foꝛthe, as 


2 5 n ed _ 
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ends, that is to his gloꝛp, th 
god at our bꝛethꝛen, and 
comfoꝛt of our owne conſci⸗ 
euces:but with others alſo, 
whom the Lo2d hath pꝛefer⸗ 
red by many degrees, in ma- 
npe graces of knowledge, 
faith, obedience, ec. that ſo 
wee ſeeing Gods grace in 
| them, may not enupe them, 
| as niany doe,but ſceing our 
| obone defects may therby be 
humbled, in our owne ima⸗ 
ginations, alwaies notwith 
ſtanding carrping with vs, 
n holp deſire, to attaine to 
the beſt things, e vfing ſuch 
holp means alſo, as the loꝛd 
hath allowed vs,fo2 the per⸗ 
fourmance thereof, ſubmit- 
ting our ſelues continually 
vato his god wozke in vs, 
knowing and ſtedfaſtly be- 
lening 


1 
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Jening this, that if the Loꝛd 
' glue vs much, he doth it be- 


cauſe he ſeeth, p we woulde 
be caſt down in our wants: 
and if hee gine vs little, he 
doth it to repzeſe P2ide in 
vs, who ſeing no doubt that 
ik we did excell, we woulde 
be puffed vp in pꝛide aboue 
meaſure, and ſo not onely 
ſwell againſte our bꝛethen, 
but grow info foꝛzgetfulnes 
ok his maieſty. | 

| And fo ſubdne the other 
in vs, we are to know, that 
Sathan is, and hath beene, 
from p time ok his fall, con⸗ 
tinuallp the father of lpes, 

labouring by lytng not one⸗ 

lp to ſeduce vs miſerable 

men, and fo carry vs away 
from peelding obedience to 
the Lozde and hys Ro 

u 


gan 


| that the diuell now and the 
ſpeaketh truely, Foz if he do 
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but endetionring alſo by de⸗ 
baſing and defacing Gods 


graces in his ſeruauntes, ta 
tapnte what in him lpeth 
the honour of God, and to 


ſtayne the ſame, becauſe hee 
ſeeth, that þ diſcredit which 


is laid vpon Gods ſeruants 
doeth alter a ſozt light vpon 


the Loꝛd himſelfe, by rea- 


ſon of the ſtraight # narrow 


coniunction, that in Chꝛiſt 

and by Chailke, is made be 
tweene God and {uy chil- 
den. 


Neither doeth that which 


is commonly obiected, im- 


pugne this trueth: Ta wit, 


it, he daeth it of a malicious 


mynde, either to this ende 


that ſo he may the moꝛe dil⸗ 
tre⸗ 
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4eredite the ſame, foꝛ wee fee 
that ſome fymes god can- 
ves, by reaſon of diſhoneſt 
7” - witneſſes, growe info ſome 
tluſpition at the leaſte, as 
though they were euill: Oz 
cls to this ende, that foz ha⸗ 
ufng ſpoken the fructh once 
oz twiſe, he may haue v bet- 
ter tredite and entertapne⸗ Þþ 
| ment, in his cõ tinual courſe | 
bol lying, muche like as hipo⸗ 
trites and wicked men, his 
childzen, who beare fapꝛe 
ſhebs till they haac trakti⸗ 
lie crept into ſome fone and 
liking, and then doc affers 
wardes, with greater autho- 
rify as they ſuppoſe, not one 
lie ſpꝛeade ab20ad , but alſo 
poure their poiſon, into the 
hartes of y ſimple #4 ſeduced, 
Well, to conclude this point 
withall 


ding to p ſaying of . / oh. in 
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the contrarie) pet ſpiritual 


graces in ſome meaſure be- 
ſtowed vpon vs, and the efs. 
feds ok theſame, which God 


in ſome ſoꝛte, tnableth vs 
fo perfourme , acco2ding fo 
knowledge and fapth, are 
true teſtimonies of the ſpirit 
of God abiding in vs, accozs 


bis firſt epiſtle and fourth 


chapter, ver. 12, Yereby we 
| know that we dwell in him, 


and he in vs, becauſe he hath 


giuen vs of his ſpirite. 


Now J come fo pour fifth 
e laſt queſtion , which con- 
cerneth comfozfes, as in all 


afflictions generallie, ſo par- 


ticu⸗ 


— * 


1 


withall, let vs allure oure 
ſelues ofthis, that (whatſo⸗ 
euer our owne heart, oꝛ Saas 
tans ſubtlilties will ſate to 


1: nents; the comfoztes that 
either we haue, oꝛ mai haue 
in thoſe that are in ward and 
concerne the mind, | 
Touching this matter 4 

would haue you firſte to ob- 
ſerue this, enen becauſeials 7 
ſo it reſpedeth, the queſtion |. 
we haue in hand, that all af⸗ 
flicttons, which in this life 
doe fall vpon the ſonnes and 
er of God'(foz with 
the wicked and repꝛobate, 4 
mind not now to deale, and 
in the other life the Lo2de 
ſhall free vs from all theſe 
trials) are of two ſozts, The 
one ſozte is outwarde in the 
bodie, and of this kinde are 
ſickneſſe, pouertie, perſecoh - 


is in ward in the ſonle , and 
| of this kinde are the ſight of 


3 
. - * L 


ks 1 


tion, c. The ſeconde ſozte 2 
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our ſinnes, the beholding 9 
our own ſpirituall wants, | 
feling of ſatans aſſaults, cc. 7 
If anie man will holde that 
there mape be a thirde ſoꝛ te 
compounded of theſe two, I 
mindr not muche fo diſpute 

the queſtion with him. 

1 The thing that Jfoz mine 
owne part obſerue, 4 which 
of ' would haue vou and other 
0 alſo to marke in this matter 
| is what comfoztable. t p20- 
fitable differente, we mate 
kinde betweene the. afflits 
ons of the bodpe and the ans 
guiſhe of the ſoule, which by 
experience both in my ſelfe 
and others, J haue oblerued 

to bee this, that in a moſte 
weake and ſicke bodie, there 
map bee founde , and mange 
times is wonderfal loy and 
peace 


1 


ö 


— ce 7 __ 


N 1 wb 
dh Ace of conſcience, by fees 
"Wing reconciliation w2ought 
in the death and obedience 
ol Chꝛiſte) who is the lambe 

that was llapn from the be⸗ 
ginning ofthe woꝛld) which 
hath cauſed the parties poſ- 
ſeſſing the ſame, oz rather 
polleſſed of it to bee ſo farre 
fro fearing bodily tozments 
o 2 deathe , that thep haue 
wonderfully, comfo:fablye, 
t iopfullp, both vndergon, x 
alſo euen wiſhed and def- 
red the ſame, as lundꝛy ex; 
amples to declare vnto vs, 
which J minde not nowe to 
put downe. But il the mind 
bee once troubled and affli⸗ 
ted vnto the ſence of Gods 
iudgemets foz ſinne, it doth 
wozk great alferation , and 


viſtemperafure, euen in the 
out -- 


— oe, 
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the ſtamacke appetite „from 
the body reſte, yea and to 
chaunge not the compleri- 
on onely,bat the whole con- 
fitution of the parties at. 
flicted,they fo2 the time, ta⸗ 
king no delight oz comloꝛt, 
of any thing in this life but 
ſuppoſing rather b: things 
tend to their greater iudge⸗ 
ment and condemnation. 


Dauid in ſo many Plalmes 
fayth,j he findeth no reſt in 
fleſh: by reaſ6 of his ſins: 
is ſtrẽgth is conſumed £ 
woꝛzn awap, that he is be; 


come as a ſkin dꝛied in the 


Cmoke : and 5 he is parched 


Gods wꝛath, emany ſuche 
Uke 


autwarde man: a6 to ta # 
from the eyes pe, from 


In this reſpecte it is that 


and withered, by reaſon ok 


Ifanye man woulde des 
funde the pꝛoofe of this, 
e haue befides great erpe- 
ente in ſandzie particus 
urs of all complexions in 
1's. ageofthe wozlde , the 
mp of Dauid ae. 
f ruddie and of a good 
countenaunce and comelie 


vilage, and pet pou ſee that 
hee was greatlie diffreſſed, 


both in bodie and minde, as 
che 1175 of P/atmes , and 
namel 4 e Pſalms befoze 
ehearſed, do plainly p2oue. 
Sothat if is not complext- 
on ( though foz mine owne 
ark, minde not to denie, 
but chat lit maye fomewhar 
kurther the griefe olß mind) 
but the touch of conſcrence, 
3 
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which God gineth his c 
dzen, that bzingeth td 
them the effectes befo2e 1 
med. 
Che nexte thinge that, 
woulde haue pon fo 2% 
in this queſtion ofaffug. | 
ons, is not onelpe from wh 
theſe croſſes are ſent. an 
laid bp on vs. to wit, Oo «at 
mightie - „ but the cauſes of 
the ſame, 4 the endes wher⸗ 
foze the Lo2de doth exerciſe 
bs thereby: wherin(in fewe 
wozds to vtter ſome ſtoze of 
matter) this is it that 1 
would haue du fo marke, 
that though God do this to 
bis chiloꝛen, in the dates of | 
their pilgrimage here, and 
that to diners endes alſo: as 
1 ſome tymes fo pꝛoue their 
be that 60 the Lozde 
may 


| F 
; 
| 
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ſee howe quietly and 
nkfullꝑ they wil receiue 
'F w1erſify, and ſet the foozth 
11s ſingular examples of | 
that polp verfne, fo2 others ; 
ko embzace and follow;fame ® | 
, | tymes fo trie their faith in | 
the .cuecth of his pzomiſes 
made them, that ſohe map [| 
ſe, whether they will fed | 
faſtlie beleeue the actom⸗ 
pliſhement of his mercpes, 
notwithfanding the defer- 
ring of the perfourmannce 


therof:ſometimes to declare 3 | 


þis greate loue fowardes 


, 

tem, wbyle hee cozrecteth 
them in mercie, becauſe he 
| 

: 

} 


! 


woulde not haue them pes 
riſh with the wicked woz2ld, | 


P { 
. 
l 
: 
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! 
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which otherwiſe thoꝛaw ſe- 0 
curity they were likely to © 


* 


do, if the Lozd did not nolo e p 
| 4 then 


Fo 
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bla, of to do things impoſ- | 
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then, not onelie wan 
rod at them, but ſtrike th. 
with the ſame: Ban | 
to manifeſt and declare hi? 
obne great glozie c power, 
either in making them abl. 
to endure thinges far abon 
the ſtrength of fleſhe and 


ſible to dure vnderſtanding: 
t though he doe this, ſome- 
times to one end, and ſome- 
times to an other (foz of one 
. and the ſelfe ſame thinge, 
© there maie be Cand2te ends, 
8s f62 example: the ends of 
dur life here in this worlde, 
are firſt to gloꝛille God, who 
hath created and placed vs 
in this wozlde,foz that pur⸗ 
pdfe:Decondlie,to do god fo 
Sur bꝛethzen, attozdinng to 
the abilitie that hee hath in⸗ 

dued 


1 -E 
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ue bs withall ; and that 
with a chearefull and wile 
ig mind: and thirdly , that 
ee mighte at the laſte tho» 
row Chziff;come to eternall 
life, Foz if here were oure 
ippinelſe, moſte miſerable 
were the ſtate and conditi- 
on of the Godlie) though all 
| this I fate be true, vet cae- 
trie child of God, ſhal do wel 
notwithſtanding, enen ſun- 
dꝛie times to perſwade him 
ſelfe of this, that the Lo2ds- 
doeth chaſtiſe and cozreds 
him fo2 his ſinnes, and pꝛe· 
ſentlie vppon his troubles, 
to caſte downe himſelfe, be- 
foze God, in the humble ac⸗ 
knowledament , and -bn->- 
fapned confeſſion of his 
tranſgreſſions - earneſthie 
pꝛaping pardon of them in | 
5 Chailts f 


Chꝛiſts obedience, and bb 
all aCuring him ſelfe , they | 
rowe a linely and a ſt 15 
faith in him, that both his, 5 
ſinnes ſhall be ſoꝛgiuen“ 
and the tempozall puniſh⸗ 
ment in god time remou' a, 
as ſhal make moſt foz god? 
Fan and the ſaluation 7 
his ſeruaunt ſo afflicted, 
Thus haue the godly of | 
all ages donne , as namely 
Dauid, Daniel, and others, e 
haue receiued thereby ſin⸗ 
gular comfozt, and no doubt 
ſo ſhall we, if wee tread in 
the ſane ſleppes. Foz if we 
tonfeſſe our ſinnes, God is 
faithful and iuſt, to foꝛgiue 
vs our ſinnes, and the blond 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, Hall clenſe 
vs from all iniquifte. 


lg alſo there wil 
enſue 


1 * 
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e another ſingular con- 
ion, that fozaſmuch as 
ure ſinnes, are cauſes of 
Pods wzath, and the pu- 
| aihmentes, wherewichh hee 
rerciſeth vs in this life, are 
fear of thoſe ſinnes : that 

© ootherwiſebe, but 


that the cauſe beting taken 


away,the effec alſo follow- 
ing o2 flowing from that 
' rauſe,ſhould ceaſe likewiſe. 
And that therefoze , that is 
molk true which J affirmed 
befoze: fo wit, that thoſe ont 
ward puniſhments, ſhall be 
4 awaye, when God 
hall ſee it god, whole time, 
and the accompliſhement of 
whoſe paroles, wee muſte 
patiently fhozow hope wait 
foꝛ, cedfaſtip belcuing, that 
hee that will come fo2 dure 

ſuccour 
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ſuccour and comfoꝛte , 
come quickly, and wilt 
tarrie. 
Aud yet here we muff be 
ware that we doo not apple 
this doctrine of puniſhme ! 
fo2 Sinnes further, van e 
nery one of vs to © * Se | 
abſteining alwapes from." 
baſfie-indgement of others, | 
when we ſee the bande of 
God, by any croſſe oꝛ cala- 
mitie, to be layde heauie vp⸗ 
pon them. Foz howſoenerx 
we maie ſafelie ſap, that our 
owne ſinnes haue pulled vp | 
pon vs, the particular iudg⸗ 
mentes wherewih wee are 
exerciſed, becauſe- in our 
ſinnes, we either knowe oz 
ſhoulde knowe our ſelues, 
better then we do other me: 
and how ſo euer wee are al⸗ 
ſured 
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entd vy the trueth of Gods 
1 Forde, that the ſeede of al 
is in sthers, euen as 
15 in on ur ſelues, and that ther⸗ 
N. G DD mape iuſtlpe 
puniſh them: pet foꝛaſmuch 
ir iudgement is weon- 
illie coꝛrupted, in the 
diſcerning of Sinne, eptherrk 
in our ſelues oꝛ others, whi⸗ 
che ſpꝛingeth in vs, epther 
from blindnefſe of hearte, i 
02 partialtie of affenion, 
wee manye times imagi- 
ning, God to ſtrike fo2 one 
tranſgreſſion, when y Lozd 1 
indede doeth it fo2 another: J 
and beſides ſith wee ſee,that 
Oos hath manpe endes, 
Wherefoze hee fo cozreceth 
his ſeruauntes, as the pzofe 
of their paftence , the triall 
of their fayth and hope , the 
ma 


a «x 
we 3 


4 — 


wo 


woꝛds of our ſaniour chꝛiſt. 
Job. g. ſpeaking of the blind 
man, affirming p neither 

pe, noꝛ his parentes had ſin- 
ned and pet not minding to 
exempt them vtterlie from 


he void of iniquity) bur that 
it was doone fo2 the mani- 
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ſtimonies declare, that Cod 


voeth not alwayes pu 
his foz their finnes: as 

| ſee in Jh (whole frendes 

| handled that euill cauſe cun- 


ningly) and in the playne 


ſinne, o2 to affirme them to 


feſtation of Gods glo2te, 
whileſt hee, by the omnipo- 
tent power of his Goohead, 

eee 


7 


„ / manifeſting of bis owns «+ 
L power in their weakenes, 40 
ſundꝛie ſache like:and fo2 as 
muche, as both particular x 
examples, and evident fe- 


Y 
„ 


{| 


0 


| "033 | 

ed him to his ſight, Al 
A ſay lapde together, 
doth manifeſtly p2one , thaf 
howſoener we may charge 
dur ſelues with our ſinnes 
C& Jdapes of our afflictt- 
* And that to humble vs 
T2eͥ-]Ithe Lode, e to tauſe 
vs with ſpeede fo repaire 
vnto him that hath ſtricken 
vs, that ſo he p hath woun · 
ded bs may heale vs, vet ws 
ſhould fake heede howe we 
deale ſo with others: yta e 
that howſoener we charge 
our ſelues ſandzy times yet 
to bectrcumlpect , that we 
doe not at any time ſar- 
charge ourſelues, oꝛ be con- 
tingall in the contemplati⸗ 
one figbte of the ſame, but 
rather fo haue our mindes 
TI one while in ar 
hol- 
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holding of our owne vnw 
thines , a ſinguler meanend 
doubte, to humble vs befon 
God and man, and an other 
while looking vppon the rt- 
ches of gods mercies. * 
as if doeth wonderſull 
molke manifeſtlie app 
in the fozatueneTe of cure 
ins, thozow the death and 
obedience of his Chziſte our 
| Loꝛde and Saviour, ſo is it 
alſo verte-ſenfiblie to bee 
| tene, in the croſſes of triall; 


þ that it pleaſeth him to lape 
, 


„ | bpponhis in this life, not 
4  onelie whilſt p they doe not 
per iſhe in the ſame, accoz⸗ 


0 | bing to whiche leremie ſaith 
All in his lamentations, that it 
is the mercie of the Lende, 


that we are nof vtterlie con 


| N ſumev! but alſo in that it 
U pleateth 


| n K q 

1 2 them, ol 
£ «valar fauour 15 bp 

v | O08 


. 
\ 


bpholding and iope 
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b:ing with them pleaſoes* - 
and p;ofite to od, ſelues 
and mape tende oz ſern e n. 
the god of others . Davgk 
Paul when he wil, 
nifie the miniſt. | 
Church, and ſet it on 
thing to be muche reg... 

of the Corinthians , and in 
the of all others,doth in his 
ſecdd epiſtle ꝛ fifth chapter, 
vle theſe two arguments: 
to wit, that God is the au⸗ 
thoꝛ thereof, and therfoze it 
mult bee renerently regar- |\ 
ded : and that if bzingeth 
with it our god, to wit, re- 
conciliation betweene the 
Loꝛde and vs, wzonght in 
the perſon of his ſonne, and 
therfoze cught to be embzas | 
ced,he pꝛeſſing theſe points 
* he might thereby, the 


moe 
1 * 


| r 
4 
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Int effectually moone the 
nthiant, with readines 
rt ine the ſame, and to 


| hereby, 
rh 412 mate we ſay in 
C Aue. 8 that ws 
* . hande. It ſer⸗ 
0 it a litle, both to p20- 
uno comfozte,in that wee 


know this,that all þ things 
that we endure in this life, 
are laid vppon vs from God 
not of hatred,as ſatan wold 
perſwade va, and our owne 
cozrupt heart, woulde haue 
os to judge, but of lone ras 
ther: foz we knowe, that the 
ſcripture ſayeth, that eneris 
ilk. whome the Lo2de los 
eth, him he chaſteneth, E 
be reteiueth no ſonnes 
02 daughters, bat them who 
bee ſcourgeth: neither pet 


1 


of 


tho⸗ * 
— — 


* fho2owhis bare ſiiferarnig. 


x 155 that foz them, which 
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as Pelagiavs haue imag 
ned. Foꝛ then he could N 
be almightie, noʒ * 
deliueraunce fo: vs, & 


be woulde, beca 2 
power ſhoulde be the 


and wee wonderkullie 


whelmed in onre diſtitUes+ | 
but euen thozowe his eter⸗ 


nall pꝛouidence and appoint 


ment, becauſe this muſt re⸗ 


maine, as a reſolute trueth, 
that if a haire chn not fall 
from our heades without 
his Decree, none of theſe 


vs, but accoꝛ ding to his e- 


ting god will, who ſeth and 


his childze, many times not 


they 


great trials can come vpon 
ſpeciall purpoſe ond apoint⸗ 
knoweth what is beſte fo 
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